
Transition Town Wilmslow:  Covering Letter to Cheshire East in response to the 
Local Plan 
 
 
Re Cheshire East Local Plan: 
 
Thank you for giving us the opportunity to respond to the Cheshire East Local 
Plan Policies and Principles and Development Strategy Documents. Two 
response documents are attached along with this covering letter by email.  
 
Transition Town Wilmslow, in common with the increasing number of 
Transition Towns and Sustainability Groups across Cheshire East, is concerned 
about the resilience and health of our communities across the whole Borough.   
 
Within the Policy Principles document, we see a number of areas where there 
are very important policies that relate to resilient and sustainable communities, 
and we have made comments where we feel these need to be strengthened.  
There are good policies on the environment, energy conservation, local 
sustainable energy generation, recycling and waste, sustainable housing and 
transport. There is recognition of the importance of the green infrastructure and 
its effects on the environment and health and well-being. We do however have 
some comments on the document and feel that many of the policies should be 
strengthened and made much more robust. For example, we  do not feel that 
there is sufficient recognition of the rich environmental diversity within the 
Borough, the importance of the green infrastructure both within and outside our 
towns for our health and wellbeing, or the importance of improving and 
developing the green infrastructure.  There are many good policies within the 
document, but it is very hard to see these mentioned in the Local Plan, let alone 
underpinning it.  
 
Within the Local Plan, we remain concerned about the provision of leisure 
facilities, which are absolutely fundamental to our collective health and well-
being, and are very disappointed to see mention of possible “over provision” of 
such facilities. The maintenance of local leisure facilities is paramount, so that 
people can walk or cycle to access them. Providing large scale leisure facilities 
only in Macclesfield and Crewe mitigates against this. We are concerned about 
the comments about “shared facilities”, and particularly about how the 
development of so-called “lifestyle centres” may mean that not every locality is 
provided with access to a swimming pool. From the point of view of Wilmslow, 
we most strongly object to the possibility of the selling off of the Leisure Centre 
and Rectory Fields: the latter provides our “green lung” and the town would be 
very much the poorer without it. If there is concern about energy costs at 
Wilmslow Leisure centre the best outcome would be a sustainable energy 
“retrofit”.  
We are very concerned about the maintenance of the green belt which has been 
in place for 50 years and is needed now more than ever. We object to the 
Handforth East development which would very significantly impact on the 
wellbeing of the residents of Handforth, depriving them of much loved and well 
used open space.  



We would like to see much more emphasis on the development of real 
communities, with any housing or employment developments being built to zero 
carbon standards: the “10% renewables” target is outdated and inadequate.  
We would like to see significant strengthening of sustainable transport policies, 
including the development of “green corridors” within urban areas to encourage 
walking, and particularly walking and cycling to school. We wish to see 20mph 
limits on residential roads which reduce traffic accidents and fatalities and allow 
children to play in safety. We would like to see the policies on allotments and 
local food growing enacted within the Local Plan.  
 
The way in which CE develops has the potential to have a significant impact on 
the health of our population. There is a concern that future health care costs may 
be unsustainable because of population ageing and because of an increasingly 
obese younger population who may be the first generation in history to die 
before their parents because of poor health behaviours. The Local Plan can have 
a positive impact by: 
 

 Ensuring transport, leisure and community policies encourage 
exercise as part of everyday life for people of all ages -by: reducing car 
journeys; increasing walking and cycling; enabling walking to school; 
providing access to allotments, improving public transport to reduce car 
use; access to swimming and other leisure facilities for exercise.  This 
will reduce obesity, reduce diabetes, improve cardiovascular health 
(blood pressure, cholesterol) and thus reduce the incidence of heart 
attacks and strokes. In addition, access to exercise also reduces the low 
mood associated with common chronic conditions such as arthritis and 
access to a swimming pool is particularly important for people with 
mobility problems.  

  Maintain and increase access to green spaces -this improves mood 
and well being and is recognized as important in the maintenance of 
good mental health.  

 
 
We would like to work with Cheshire East and Wilmslow Town Council to see 
how the very best of the policies and principles in the document can be used to 
underpin the Local Plan, and to strengthen those that need strengthening. We 
need to work collectively to develop resilient communities that can withstand 
the environmental changes that are already becoming apparent and to ensure 
energy, housing and food security for future generations.  
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