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We present this Green Infrastructure Plan to Transition 

Town Wilmslow, with the hope that it aids the delivery 

and implementation of future green infrastructure 

across Wilmslow and beyond; along with the 

maintenance and protection of existing green 

infrastructure. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank those 

who have been engaged with the plan from the start 

and particularly to those who have provided invaluable 

information which has helped inform the 

recommendations within this plan. 

We hope the Green Infrastructure Plan proves useful in 

the move towards a greener Wilmslow. 

Jake Crompton Becky Lomas, Mat Spells & Simon 

Roberts
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Executive Summary  

An integrated network of green infrastructure provides the opportunity 

to rise to economic, social and environmental challenges that are ever 

prevalent in today’s society; including climate change, population 

pressures and economic decline of Town Centres. Wilmslow is 

fortunate enough to have an existing network of GI provision in place 

including the popular areas of Lindow Common and The Carrs which are 

often referred to as green assets which are particularly special to 

Wilmslow. Despite this Wilmslow face numerous challenges, with 

particular regard to population and development pressures.  

Future developments within Wilmslow and surrounding areas, 

particularly at Handforth, the southern edge of Stockport and 

Manchester Airport, pose great threat to the green assets within 

Wilmslow. These include potential loss of greenspace to make way for 

housing and commercial developments but also over use of existing 

greenspace due to population increase. The Wilmslow GI Plan aims to 

address some of these challenges through a series of recommendations 

that encourage maintenance of existing GI assets along with the 

creation of new provision to help achieve a greener and greater 

Wilmslow in the long term.  

Delivery of GI requires the involvement of numerous actors, ranging 

from Cheshire East Council at the top, right down to the residents of 

Wilmslow. Everyone has something to offer in the protection, 

maintenance, enhancement and creation of GI provision and it is with 

hope that with everyone’s efforts, Wilmslow is facing a greener future.   

Map 1: Green Infrastructure Provision in Wilmslow and Handforth 
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Chapter 1 | Introduction 

This Green Infrastructure (GI) Plan has been devised by Students at the 

University of Manchester in conjunction with Transition Town Wilmslow. 

Transition Town Wilmslow are a voluntary group working to raise 

awareness of the challenges of Peak Oil, Resource Depletion and Climate 

Change and the consequent need for change. They are advocating the 

delivery and implementation of a GI plan in order to improve the quality 

of life within Wilmslow, as well as to develop a low carbon, sustainable 

and resilient future for the town and its residents.  

This plan looks at the topic of GI including its definition, the different 

typologies and the extensive benefits that GI offers. It summaries the 

existing documentation framework this plan will sit within and outlines 

the consultation process that was undertaken to facilitate the plan. 

Whilst exploring the green assets and green provision already in place, 

opportunities to facilitate implementation of GI have been identified and 

are conveyed in a series of recommendations. The final section of the 

plan briefly outlines ways in which the ideas and concepts can be 

furthered by Transition Town Wilmslow and the next steps to be taken in 

order to move forward with this plan.  

1.1 WHAT IS GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE? 

Green Infrastructure is an interconnected network of green, blue and 

sustainable features that improve quality of life, resilience to climate 

change and the appropriate adaptation response in an ever changing 

environment. 

1.2 VISION FOR THE WILMSLOW GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 

PLAN 

Wilmslow and Handforth are facing times of uncertainty and change in 

light of recent development proposals both in the immediate and 

surrounding areas. The vision of the plan is to develop GI guidance which 

promotes the contribution that GI investment can make to future 

development, as well as enhancing the urban area, providing a healthier, 

better connected and more sustainable living space and reinforcing the 

natural beauty of the surrounding countryside and promoting its 

enjoyment and use.  

1.3 OBJECTIVES 

Four key objectives were identified for the GI plan: 

- Audit of existing green space and make proposals in areas of 

deficiency: This incorporates the mapping of existing green space 

within the project urban area and identifying their use.  

 

- To facilitate urban greening within the town centre: Identifying 

areas where potential green infrastructure may be appropriate 

within the town centre. Quantify associated benefits of existing 

and proposed green infrastructure.   

 

- To implement greater connectivity through green corridors: 

Identifying existing green routes and future target areas of 

significance whilst also addressing connectivity between town 

and country.  
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- To make GI recommendations in light of future developments in 

Wilmslow: Incorporate GI into existing or proposed 

developments in order to contribute a better quality of life and 

resilience to climate change.  

 

1.4 GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE TYPOLOGY 

Within GI there are many different typologies that should be considered 

when formulating the GI plan, these affect how the space is used, its 

functionality and the benefits it brings. It is these typologies that have 

been observed in the completion of the green space audit carried out for 

this plan. 

 Formal parks and gardens – Urban parks, country parks, formal 

gardens 

 Amenity Green space – village greens, green roofs, public 

landscaped areas, communal areas 

 Recreational Green space- Outdoor sports facilities (including 

school playing fields), provision for children and teenagers 

 Private gardens- Domestic garden spaces 

 Natural and Semi natural urban green spaces – Woodland and 

scrub, heath land, wet lands, open and running water, bare rock 

habitats, greened over brownfield land 

 Green corridors – Rivers and canals, Road and rail corridors, 

cycling routes, pedestrian and bridal paths 

 Other – Allotments, community gardens, graveyards and 

churches 

1.5 BENEFITS OF GI 

There are many benefits to well implemented GI which can have huge 

social, economic and environmental implications.  

1.5.1 SOCIAL BENEFITS 

 GI provides a good quality living and working environment, 

encouraging a sense of pride of place. 

 There are many health and wellbeing benefits, from cleaner air to 

breath, to more opportunities for exercise through recreation and 

leisure assets. 

 GI can act as a mechanism for the creation of community 

resources. 

 Facilitates community cohesion, environmental and life style 

education and volunteering.  

 

1.5.2 ECONOMIC BENEFITS 

 Through creating an attractive environment there is greater 

potential to attract and retain business within the area 

stimulating economic growth and employment. 

 The economy will be enhanced through increased tourism and 

recreation as a result of a more attractive town.   

 A greener living and working environment can improve staff 

health, motivation and productivity. 

 Good GI can increase land and property prices. 
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1.5.3 ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS 

 GI provides climate change adaptation, through moderating 

increasing temperatures and alleviating flood risk through flood 

storage and reducing surface water runoff.   

 GI in towns and cities makes a modest contribution to climate 

change mitigation through carbon capture and storage.  

 It ensures protection and enhancement of the landscape and 

natural environment. 

 Provides enhancement and conservation of local biodiversity. 

 

(Source: Adapted from Merseyside Dee Alliance, 2010) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 2 | Challenges and Opportunities 

This project is designated within the civil parish of Wilmslow, and takes 

into consideration neighbouring settlements, particularly Handforth. 

Cheshire East Council is currently producing a Local Plan which will shape 

the future of Wilmslow forming the basis of planning decisions in the 

Borough through to 2030. The overall Development Strategy and Policy 

Principles documents have recently been consulted upon and initially 

outline a number of significant developments which will have direct 

impact on Wilmslow, its residents and the environment, namely the 

Adlington Road and Royal London sites. Coupled with future development 

at Handforth, Stockport and Manchester Airport, including a link road 

through Handforth, and the introduction of High Speed rail to 

Manchester, this area is facing a time of vast development, change and 

uncertainty. It is therefore important that GI can be implemented to 

safeguard existing green assets and ensure that a healthy urban and 

environmental balance can be maintained. 

2.1 DEMOGRAPHIC 

The combined population of Wilmslow and Handforth currently stands at 

approximately 30,500 people, with the largest proportion of 22,530 

people residing in Wilmslow (CEC, 2012a). It is important to consider the 

two settlements together as they are often considered as one whole area 

by residents due to the closeness and interaction between the towns. 

This interaction extends to service provision, including that of green 

space, making it important to the creation of a GI plan and the 

distribution of GI facilities.  
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Like the rest of Cheshire East, Wilmslow is experiencing an increasingly 

aging population which exceeds national average as represented in Figure 

1. If recent trends continue, by 2017 Wilmslow is expected to see a 

decrease in the proportion of children (6%),  a decrease in the proportion 

of residents of working age (4%) and an increase in the proportion of 

residents over the age of sixty five (9%) (CEC, 2011a). However across 

Wilmslow, there are some differences across the wards, as is 

demonstrated by the ward age structure pyramids. The shift in 

demographics has significant consequences for the provision of GI and 

where it could be provided.  

It is important to recognise that whilst people are living longer, they also 

remain active for longer. Elderly active residents are the primary users of 

many of the greenspace provision for recreational or leisure facilities, 

utilising them to enjoy retirement and gain from the health and social 

benefits associated with these spaces. It is therefore important that green 

space is easily accessible from the residential areas to encourage their 

use, whether that is parks and gardens or communal public green spaces.  

The retired and older population form a valuable sector of society, often 

making up the majority of volunteer groups and offering valuable time 

and expertise to voluntary projects. This is a very significant asset which 

should be harnessed and can aid the implementation and maintenance of 

GI assets such as community gardens. This has already been seen within 

Wilmslow through voluntary groups such as Incredible Edible and 

Transition Wilmslow and the encouragement of such projects should be 

maintained.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Age Structure by wards in Wilmslow 

Wilmslow Lacey Green 

Wilmslow West and Chorley 

Wilmslow Dean Row 

Source: Cheshire East Council (2011b) 

Wilmslow East 



8 | P a g e  
 

2.2 DEPRIVATION 

According to the 2011 Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) the most 

deprived areas of Wilmslow and Handforth are ranked as the 5639 and 

5955 most deprived Lower Super Output Areas(LSOA) in the UK, placing 

them in the most deprived quintile, before making a significant jump to 

the next lowest ranked at 13668. In contrast the highest ranking LSOA 

and least deprived areas are at 32363 and 32461 out of 32482 nationally, 

indicating the stark polarisation within the area (ONS, 2011). 

As shown in Figure 2, which maps this spatially, there are significant 

difference between Handforth, areas of North Wilmslow, including Lacey 

Green and Dean Row along with South Wilmslow. Despite the influences 

of 66% of LSOAs in the least deprived quintile, pockets of deprivation do 

exist and these areas could improve quality of life through significant GI 

measures.  

Deprivation as is seen at significant levels in some LSOAs across 

Handforth and Wilmslow has very significant health implications 

associated with it, including a shorter life expectancy. Open green space 

provision and GI mechanisms can act as a valuable contributor to 

improving wellbeing through allowing for refreshing and regenerating of 

the mind, body and spirit. Improving the quality of the public space, 

through GI, especially in areas of significant deprivation can encourage a 

sense of pride of place and a greater desire to look after the area. In 

these ways GI can have a significant impact in combating deprivation and 

improving the quality of life for residents.  

 

 

 

Figure 2: Map of Index of Multiple Deprivation Rank in 

Wilmslow and Handforth 
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2.3 HOUSING 

Housing across Cheshire East is generally much less affordable than other 

areas of both regionally and nationally. In July 2010 the average Cheshire 

East house price was £155,000 (CEC, 2011a), however statistics from  the 

third quarter of 2012 found that the average house price in Wilmslow was 

£281,219 (Proviser, 2012); demonstrating how significantly more 

expensive Wilmslow is in relation to the Cheshire East average. There are 

some differences spatially across Wilmslow and Handforth also, with 

house prices in the South significantly more than the North and 

Handforth, echoing the spatial pattern of deprivation.  

Between 2003/4 - 2009/10 there was a cumulative shortfall of 10,500 

affordable houses in Cheshire East, a shortage which was also reflected in 

Wilmslow (CEC, 2011a). The Lacey Green ward of Wilmslow, where the 

majority of social housing is situated, had the highest proportion of 

dwellings vacant for more than six months in 2012 at 5.9%, this is also the 

highest proportion of all the 52 wards in Cheshire East (CEC, 2012a). 

Improvement of green assets within the Lacey Green area will make it 

more aesthetically pleasing, attracting new and retaining current 

residents but also providing the significant health and economic benefits 

associated with GI.  

 

 

 

 

2.4 ECONOMY 

Recent figures suggest that only 2% of adults within Wilmslow of working 

age are claiming unemployment benefits, which is under the Cheshire 

East average of 2.5%. However, the unemployment rates for younger 

people (18-24) are considerably higher than other age groups at 4.4% 

(CEC, 2012a). According to the Wilmslow town strategy the Town has very 

low levels of self-containment with over 65% of people living in Wilmslow 

but working elsewhere and over 66% of people living elsewhere and 

working within the Town (CEC, 2012b). Whilst this may be a factor 

affecting the unemployment rate for younger people there are also 

serious environmental implications associated with high commuting 

levels. GI can provide valuable mitigation against the effects of pollution 

and good use of greenspace can create a favourable image of a place to 

encourage inward investment. This would improve retention and 

recruitment of staff, and provide local jobs, minimising the need for such 

large scale commuting, in turn reducing air pollution and energy 

consumption while addressing the unemployment issues in the area. 

The mean household income in Cheshire East is approximately £39,900 

(CEC, 2011a), however in Wilmslow the average household income, 

deemed the second highest in Cheshire East, exceeds this by 57% 

(Reeves, 2011). This is also significantly higher than neighbouring 

Handforth, and wide income gaps such as these, between close 

communities, can magnify inequalities and differences in aspirations 

resulting in a negative impact on social cohesion. Sharing green amenity 

space and giving opportunities for everyone to participate will facilitate 

social cohesion and community spirit. 
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2.5 ENVIRONMENT 

Due to its location Wilmslow enjoys a semi-rural environment, 

surrounded by greenbelt which provides additional leisure space. Access 

to such green spaces provides valuable health and social benefits 

reiterating the importance for access to green spaces being maintained, 

safe guarded and improved where necessary.  

Two watercourses run across the settlements of Wilmslow and 

Handforth. The River Dean which splits Handforth from North Wilmslow 

and the River Bollin which divides Wilmslow into North and South. 

 

 

The River Dean has been known to be exceptionally flashy over the last 

few years as rainfall has increased in intensity and frequency. It is 

therefore important that GI mechanisms are considered in order to 

minimise the chance of flooding and reduce damage to the area. With 

large urban areas of hard standing surfaces, surface run off has become a 

big contributor to the risk of flooding. It is essential that permeable 

ground is retained to allow for natural drainage and where appropriate 

permeable solutions are considered as an alternative to hard surfacing. 

The point at which the Bollin River  crosses Wilmslow has become a 

significant green corridor with The Carrs stretching to the West acting as 

a significant gateway out to the countryside and Styal Country Park. 

Wilmslow Park and the Bollin Valley stretch to the East and provide a 

significant area of natural greenspace. Flooding information obtained 

from the Environment 

Agency shows the water 

level of the River Bollin to be 

low; however, as shown in 

figure 3, recent levels have 

been much higher showing 

risk of flooding. It is 

therefore essential that 

there is continued 

greenspace along the river 

to help alleviate and 

mitigate any flood risk in the 

future. 
The River Bollin which runs through The Carrs. 

Figure 3: River Bollin Water 

Level 

Source: Environment Agency (2013) 
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Chapter 3 | Policy Context and GI Framework

The policy context surrounding Wilmslow, Cheshire East and the issue of 

GI is vast. This section of the report will critically assess the current 

framework that a GI Plan for Wilmslow would sit within, addressing the 

successes, failures, opportunities and shortcomings of the documents 

already available and indicating improvements which a GI plan can 

facilitate. It is important to look at the wider National and Cheshire East 

context that Wilmslow sits within and so the National Planning Policy 

Framework (NPPF) and recently consulted on Cheshire East Policy 

Principles will be considered as well as the 2011 published Cheshire East 

Local Infrastructure Plan (LIP). At a local level the newly adopted 

Wilmslow Town Strategy will be explored as well as the Open Space 

Assessment for Wilmslow. See Appendix A for a summary policy table. 

3.1 NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK 

Paragraph 99 of the NPPF refers to the use of GI as a response to climate 

change risk (DCLG, 2012). It recommends that any new developments in 

vulnerable areas should manage risk through suitable adaptation, 

including through the use of GI.  While it is positive that GI is 

recommended as a mechanism for addressing climate change within 

national policy, it would be beneficial if it encouraged GI to be adopted 

within existing developments rather than just new developments.  

 

 

 

This statement is promising in that it prompts local planning authorities to 

incorporate and encourage GI within Local Plans. As Cheshire East has a 

section dedicated to GI within their recent policy principles document, it 

could be suggested that paragraph 114 of the NPPF has been successful 

to some degree in promoting local planning authorities to think about GI.  

3.2 CHESHIRE EAST POLICY PRINCIPLES  

Cheshire East council has recognised the importance of planning for GI, as 

emphasised in the paragraph 114 of the NPPF, by creating a policy for GI 

within the Policy Principles document. It states that GI has an “important 

role to play in mitigating the impacts of extreme weather events, 

particularly extended heat waves” (CEC, 2013:57). It also suggests that 

biodiversity “makes an important contribution” (CEC, 2013:57), in the 

quality of the environment and the mental health and wellbeing of 

people.  

In order to achieve the aim of delivering a good quality and accessible 

network of green spaces, the council focuses on linking green assets 

across the Cheshire landscape. Cheshire East Council believes this will be 

achieved by safeguarding, retaining and enhancing GI assets, while future 

developments should contribute to the GI network. This is significant as it 

identifies the contribution that new developments can make to GI assets 

as a way of mitigating their impact. The policy principle identifies ‘Specific 

Site Assets’, listed overleaf, aspects and areas of which can be identified 

in the Wilmslow area.  

Paragraph 114 of the NPPF states that ‘Local planning authorities 

should: Set out a strategic approach in their Local Plans, planning 

positively for the creation, protection, enhancement and 

management of networks of biodiversity and green infrastructure’ 

(DCLG, 2012:26).  
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1. Weaver, Bollin, Dane and Wheelock river corridors including 

cloughs and floodplains 

2. Macclesfield, Shropshire Union and Trent and Mersey canals 

3. Meres and Mosses Natural Improvement Area 

4. Heritage town parks and open spaces of historic and cultural 

importance 

5. Public Rights of Way, cycle routes and greenways 

6. Country Parks and estate parklands 

7. Peak Park Fringe 

8. Sandstone Ridge 

 

The Cheshire East Policy Principles consultation process indicated that 

many of the respondents valued the current state of open space and 

assets. Wilmslow is mentioned by respondents in regards to open space 

provision being essential infrastructure in Wilmslow, while Handforth 

“welcomes further open spaces in the town” (CEC, 2013:60) and value 

access to the countryside. 

Therefore, it seems that the Policy Principles document sets out 

achievable goals in retaining and stressing the importance of enhancing 

the GI network within the borough. The policy suggests safeguarding such 

assets, with encouragement to link them together, with a view to 

improve the quality of life for its residents while boosting the economy by 

maintaining steady investment.  

 

 

 

3.3 CHESHIRE EAST LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This definition is not particularly robust and whilst implying the 

significance of GI through the phrase “an area’s life support system” does 

not convey the real potential that well implemented and maintained GI 

can have.  

The document also outlines different typologies of GI, the same as those 

outlined in the open spaces survey, describing them as a “broad range of 

assets” (CEC, 2011c:34) however, at no point directly stating the 

significant benefits that implementing such GI can bring. In order to 

understand the importance and need for a well-established GI network 

throughout the whole of Cheshire East, not just through Wilmslow, it is 

necessary to directly state the benefits and positive outcomes such 

infrastructure will bring.  

 

 

Chapter 8 of the Cheshire East Local Infrastructure Plan (LIP), published 

in 2011, is dedicated to GI. It states that: 

“Green Infrastructure has been described as an area’s life support 

system. It is a crucial network of natural environment components and 

green and blue spaces that lie between and within Cheshire East’s town 

and villages, which collectively provide multiple social, economic and 

environmental benefits.” (CEC, 2011c:34) 
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A very significant aspect of the LIP is that of the GI standards it sets out in 

paragraphs 8.8 through to 8.10. Drawing on TEP’s framework, Field’s in 

Trust and Natural England’s Accessible Natural Green Space Standard 

(ANGST) as a benchmark, recommendations are provided to ensure that 

adequate green space is provided close to homes. Unfortunately 

paragraph 8.10 states that “open space standards will be developed as 

part of the LDF and separate GI standards may be developed” (CEC, 

2011c:38) indicating that GI standards are not yet a priority despite the 

importance of it as “an area’s life support system.”     

On the matter of new development the LIP states that “any new 

development will need to incorporate GI which will perform a number of 

functions” (CEC, 2011c:38). With vast amounts of impending 

development in the Wilmslow, Handforth and the surrounding area this 

statement is extremely significant. More clarity on the level and function 

of this GI should be given however it is reassuring to see acknowledgment 

of its importance. Although the LIP concentrates on Action Plan Areas, 

predominantly Crewe, Macclesfield and the Northwich to Sandbach area, 

it recommends that “outside the formal Action Plan Areas there is still a 

need for green infrastructure” (CEC, 2011c:38). As Wilmslow does not sit 

within an Action Plan Area, a GI plan will benefit the town ensuring that 

the provision is provided and maintained, rather than being overlooked in 

favour of the larger Cheshire East settlements. 

Although it is a triumph to have GI acknowledged within this Local 

Infrastructure Plan document, this chapter can be described as providing 

the minimum at best. Key strengths are the acknowledgment that new 

development should incorporate GI features and the open spaces 

standards set out. It is clear that this document is a signpost to other 

more robust publications such as The Green Infrastructure Framework for 

North East Wales, Cheshire and Wirral and The Rights of Way 

Improvement Plan 2011-2026. It would be expected that these 

documents provide a greater understanding and more detailed strategy 

for the implementation of GI.   

3.4 WILMSLOW TOWN STRATEGY 

Within the Wilmslow Town Strategy itself there is no explicit mention of 

GI, however, throughout it often makes reference to many aspects, 

features, functions and benefits which can be provided or gained from GI, 

for example this can be seen in the ‘Vision for Wilmslow’. A GI Plan can 

contribute to the delivery of the Vision for Wilmslow by helping to 

facilitate the “safe walking and cycling town” and give “high quality, 

accessible, green and recreational spaces both inside and outside the 

Town Centre” (CEC, 2012b:6). A GI plan would particularly compliment 

objectives five and six of the Town Strategy regarding transport and 

movement, the environment, sustainability and design.  

A strength of the LIP is how it brings many key documents, plans and 

strategies together, covering the Cheshire East area, gathering a wider 

data set and drawing on each separate document to act as guidance on 

GI. Those documents highlighted are- 

 The Green Infrastructure Framework for North East Wales, 

Cheshire and Wirral (The framework)  

 Cheshire East Open Space Assessment  

 Core Strategy Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report 

 Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2011-2026  
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It is clear from the Town Strategy that in the face of large scale 

development in Wilmslow, and the surrounding area, that the preferred 

choice would be development on all brownfield sites, “previously 

developed land should be given first consideration” (CEC, 2012b:13). 

However the strategy fails to recognise the negative effects that ‘urban 

cramming’ can have on a town, the residents and the environment and 

implementation of GI and green spaces within brownfield sites could help 

alleviate issues associated with town cramming. The Town Strategy 

successfully promotes the improvement of pedestrian and cycle linkages 

between residential areas and key amenities within Wilmslow, the Town 

Centre and green spaces. These are important issues which would be 

complimented by a GI plan. It is encouraging to see that not only are 

improvements and new connections suggested but also the importance 

put on the need to protect and maintain pre-existing routes and green 

spaces. 

The proposals for the town centre are of great interest. As a densely 

urbanised part of Wilmslow it has significant environmental impacts and 

repercussions. Whilst there is no mention of increasing the green space 

within the town centre it does mention that “some public spaces would 

benefit greatly from enhancement including Grove Street and Green Lane 

and more could be made of the area adjacent to the junction of Green 

Lane and with Alderley Road” (CEC, 2012b:18) of which GI and urban 

greening techniques could be incorporated. 

Despite not acknowledging GI within the Town Strategy specifically, there 

are many instances in which the implementation of GI can be used to 

facilitate, implement and fulfil aspects of the strategy and vision. There is 

an overwhelming focus throughout the document on the provision of 

housing and employment development, concentrating on the use of 

existing brownfield sites to meet housing shortage. The value of good 

green space, as well as housing and transport sustainability are touched 

upon with emphasis put on the provision of well executed pedestrian and 

cycle links. Despite these positives there is a significant omission of 

environmental policy, particularly in relation to the wider green space, 

beyond the greenbelt.  

3.5 OPEN SPACE ASSESSMENT 

In line with paragraph 73 of the National Planning Policy Framework 

(NPPF), Cheshire East Council have produced 11 open space summary 

reports for the key service centres in the borough, including one each for 

Wilmslow and Handforth.  

Paragraph 73 of the NPPF states “access to high quality open spaces and 

opportunities for sport and recreation can make an important 

contribution to the health and well-being of communities. Planning 

policies should be based on robust and up-to-date assessments of the 

needs for open space, sports and recreation facilities and opportunities 

for new provision. The assessments should identify specific needs and 

quantitative or qualitative deficits or surpluses of open space, sports and 

recreational facilities in the local area. Information gained from the 

assessments should be used to determine what open space, sports and 

recreational provision is required” (DCLG, 2012:18). 

The summary reports, produced in March 2012 are described by the 

council as “living documents” with an addendum produced every year 

with new information, new sites and any corrections (CEC, 2012c). This 

suggests that the council is committed to keeping the open spaces survey 

up to date and recognises the importance of open spaces.  
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Within each typology quantity, quality, accessibility biodiversity and 

issues are assessed with recommendations given for each typology. 

Although covering a broad range of very significant typologies, the open 

spaces survey neglects the value and importance of private gardens. This 

is a key typology which should be addressed in a GI plan. 

3.5.1 WILMSLOW OPEN SPACE SUMMARY  

While on the whole there appears to be an abundance of open space 

within Wilmslow it does not come without its issues and much of it not of 

high quality. A recurring theme throughout the different typologies is 

poor accessibility for residents around the periphery of Wilmslow to open 

spaces but more specifically poor access for residents in the south west 

area of Wilmslow.  Recommendations by and large are focused around 

improving access to open spaces for residents in these areas. Accessibility 

is based on how people can get to the sites and distance from the sites, 

the survey does not directly address accessibility within the sites and how 

user friendly they are. The closest thing to assessing how good the open 

spaces are is through a measurement of quality, with sites being assessed 

as good, average or poor quality. Reasons for poor quality include lack of 

facilities such as seating along with problems of litter.  

An important feature of any GI plan are green corridors. Five sites within 

Wilmslow are identified as green corridors consisting of footpaths and 

cycleways, with some woodland, running through the Colshaw and Dean 

Row areas of Wilmslow. In terms of quality, four have been assessed as 

average while one is good, but again accessibility problems arise for 

residents of south west Wilmslow, this could be accounted for by the fact 

that the southern part of the town has no Public Rights of Way provision 

(Cheshire East Council, 2012d).  

Outdoor sports facilities and provision for children and teenagers are in 

short supply by approximately 23ha collectively. Such provision includes 

football pitches, tennis courts, playgrounds and skate parks. Such areas 

form part of amenity green spaces within a GI plan, as well as providing 

invaluable health benefits, and so it is important that provision for these 

facilities is not only met but also existing facilities are maintained in times 

of economic uncertainty.  

Allotments, Community Gardens and Urban Farms can be significant 

aspects of GI provision, and while it is highlighted that there are four 

allotment facilities in Wilmslow, no community gardens or urban farms 

are mentioned within the open space summary.  

The open spaces summary report followed the Planning Policy Guidance 

17 typology summary in order to categorise open space. Open space has 

been categorised into 10 types, these are: 

 Type 1 - Parks and Gardens  

 Type 2 - Natural and Semi-Natural Urban Greenspaces 

 Type 3 - Green Corridors  

 Type 4 - Outdoor Sports Facilities  

 Type 5 - Amenity Greenspace 

 Type 6 - Provision for Children and Teenagers  

 Type 7 - Allotments, Community Gardens and Urban Farms  

 Type 8 - Cemeteries and Churchyards 

 Type 9 - Accessible Countryside in Urban Fringe Areas 

 Type 10 - Civic Spaces     
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Some good facilities are highlighted for providing accessible countryside 

in urban fringe areas, such as Lindow Common and The Carrs. Although 

they are considered good quality sites, the problem persists that they are 

not easily accessible to everyone, which is something that could be 

addressed using GI mechanisms. Overall there appears to be a good 

supply of open space within Wilmslow despite its varying quality. There 

are a number of issues that need to be addressed such as the shortage in 

sports facilities and provision for children and teenagers along with poor 

accessibility to open spaces for many residents, particularly in south west 

Wilmslow. A GI plan provides opportunity to address some of these 

issues.  

3.5.2 HANDFORTH OPEN SPACE SUMMARY 

It is acknowledged that Handforth is smaller in size compared with 

Wilmslow but that does not necessarily warrant the shortage of open 

space generally experienced in Handforth. While Handforth only has one 

park, the site is of good quality and features a range of facilities including 

a play area and outdoor gym. Out of the three natural and semi natural 

urban green spaces within Handforth, one is considered good quality, one 

is considered average quality and the final one is considered poor quality. 

While it has been acknowledged that access is limited to these sites for 

the residents in the northern half of Handforth, it should be noted that as 

there is only one good quality site, access is therefore limited further than 

suggested to good quality natural and semi natural urban green spaces. 

This is important to address as it reduced quality will result in residents 

using the existing green infrastructure surrounding them less.  

This is similar for the three green corridors identified in Handforth, where 

the quality ranges from poor to average based on poor maintenance of 

them. Similar to Wilmslow, Handforth has a shortage in outdoor sports 

facilities and provision for children and teenagers by approximately 9ha 

(CEC, 2012e) and as previously mentioned it is important that shortfalls 

highlighted are met wherever possible.  

The Handforth Open Spaces Summary has highlighted good quality 

amenity space and in light of current development proposals it is 

important that greening of the residential area continues in the event of 

any new development. A major concern highlighted in the summary 

document is that Handforth features no allotments, community gardens 

or urban farms. Given the growing demand for allotments in recent years, 

Handforth is seriously lacking in open space provision but also green 

infrastructure provision on this basis. Further to this, Handforth has no 

accessible countryside in urban fringe areas and its likely residents will 

use facilities in Wilmslow. The area suffers similar issues to Wilmslow in 

respect of accessibility to open spaces but as highlighted, Handforth 

experiences a lack of open space facilities, more so than Wilmslow. It 

could be suggested that residents of Handforth rely on the use of open 

space facilities within Wilmslow.  

While the open spaces summary’s for Wilmslow and Handforth are good 

in that they categorise open space and comment on factors including 

quality, accessibility, issues and more, it is very much a tick box exercise 

and could go much further in seeking public opinion as the users of open 

space on quality and accessibility but also for recommendations. What 

may be deemed accessible open space by the local authority may not be 

the case for the users of open spaces and so it would paint a more 

accurate picture had some public consultation been undertaken.  
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Chapter 4 | Consultation 

A considerable amount of consultation has taken place and information 

obtained has been invaluable in informing and creating the GI plan. It was 

paramount that consultation was sought from the outset so that the GI 

plan was created with the involvement of the community and for the 

community. It was an effective method of gaining public opinion on the 

matter of GI, the current provision of greenspace and areas to focus GI 

provision moving forward.  

Local community workshops and events were used as a method of 

information collecting, such as participating in the Local Character 

Landscape Assessment workshop, gaining information from the Open 

Spaces Meeting conducted by Transition Wilmslow and attending the 

Transition Wilmslow Transport group Artisan Market stall. These sessions 

provided opportunities to gain knowledge of the area from a resident’s 

perspective and as observers in some of these settings; information could 

be collected on an informal basis to help form recommendations. 

As represented in Figure 4, a variety of local groups were contacted 

throughout the Wilmslow area in order to gain a spectrum of 

perspectives, from both different age ranges and different green space 

users, to groups with a particular interest in different aspects of GI.   

Meetings were arranged with representatives from the Wilmslow Trust, 

Residents of Wilmslow and Incredible Edible Wilmslow in order to discuss 

GI provision in relation to the projects that these groups are currently 

working on, with an aim to create a GI plan that, where relevant, will 

compliment and work alongside the work of such groups. 

 

An online survey (Survey Monkey) was created as an opportunity for 

interested members of the public to influence the GI Plan. This survey 

was supported by some of the local interest groups, such as Mums in the 

Know and Transition Wilmslow, by means of promoting the survey 

through social media. Additionally, Wilmslow.co.uk, also allowed for an 

article to be place on the website to promote the project and encourage 

readers to fill out the survey. This was very successful in raising 

awareness of the project and gaining responses to the survey.                                                                                                   

The questions in the survey covered a variety of areas with questions 

Wilmslow High School  

Residents of 

Wilmslow 

Representatives of 

Transition Wilmslow 

Figure 4: Groups approached to discuss and raise awareness of the project 
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ranging from GI provision within the town centre, areas of green space 

regularly used to cycling facilities and allotment provision. It was 

important not to just focus on green spaces solely within the survey but 

also look at the wider picture and incorporate questions relating to 

cycling, recreational sporting, play facilities but also accessibility; this 

helped help gain a greater understanding of what provision residents may 

like to see to create an improved Wilmslow.  

The preliminary finding and results of the survey, summarised in 

Appendix B and C, have been used to inform and create GI 

recommendations in the following chapter.  

 

 

 

Chapter 5 | The Green Infrastructure Plan 

The earlier chapters establish that despite already containing a number of 

GI assets, Wilmslow not only has the need for more but also the desire 

and want for more; and in light of development and growth pressures 

now and in the future the GI plan has never been more prevalent. There 

is significant opportunity for a more comprehensive and connected 

network of GI that can deliver many socio-economic and environmental 

benefits and this chapter introduces the Wilmslow Green Infrastructure 

Plan which is covered by four key themes; Urban Greening, Parkland and 

Landscapes, Improving Corridors and The Countryside.  

 

 Urban Greening- Provides recommendations for businesses, 

existing development, new development, the town centre and 

street greening. 

 

 Parklands and Landscapes- Recommendations based on provision 

of sporting facilities, play facilities and food production. 

 

 Improving Connectivity- Facilitating enjoyment and engagement 

through better connections. 

 

 The Countryside- Improving access from the town out to the 

countryside. 

 

It must be noted that while recommendations lend themselves to 

Wilmslow specifically they are certainly transferable to Handforth and 

beyond in many respects.  

Community consultation at the Landscape Character 

Assessment workshop 



19 | P a g e  
 

5.1 URBAN GREENING 

Urban Greening can provide valuable and much needed GI assets 

throughout the town centre and wider urban area, including residential 

areas and estates, providing good quality green space and biodiversity. 

Greening of the urban area should be implemented directly into new 

developments and retrofitted throughout the urban fabric of Wilmslow 

and Handforth, working towards enhancing current buildings and 

maintaining the unique character of the town. Some recommendations 

made for existing housing and new housing relate to both and are 

therefore transferable between the two.  

 

5.1.1 GREENING THE TOWN CENTRE 

GTC01: Quality landscaping and civic spaces to create a high quality 

environment 

 

Responses from consultation indicated a lack of green space provision 

within the Town Centre. It is therefore recommended that accessible 

quality landscaping and civic spaces are needed to create a high quality 

environment. The green boulevard along Alderley Road has been 

highlighted as the most influential green asset in the Town centre, 

creating a pleasant environment to work and shop in and offering 

significant environmental benefits such as cooling and shading and 

climate change mitigation. This quality of landscaping should be 

replicated elsewhere in Wilmslow, taking advantage of the wide streets 

and pavements. 

 

 

GTC02: Increased provision of cycling facilities 

 

In order to encourage more sustainable methods of movement into the 

town centres, both at Handforth and Wilmslow, cycling facilities such as 

secure bike storage should be provided particularly at local facilities such 

as the library, leisure centre and centre shopping areas. This will reduce 

congestion within the town centres and alleviate some of the parking 

issues.  

 

GTC03: Implement Sustainable Urban Drainage 

 

Within the Town Centre and beyond, Sustainable Urban drainage systems 

should be encouraged due to the great benefits they offer in meeting 

environmental challenges. The British Geological Survey (2013) highlight 

that SUDs are drainage solutions which provide an alternative to the 

direct channelling of surface water typically adopted. They control surface 

water flooding by lowering flow rates but also they help to increase water 

storage capacity and reduce the transport of pollution to the water 

environment. SUDs are an excellent solution when thinking about climate 

change, flood risk and the need to provide sewerage and pipe systems in 

light of development and population pressures.  

 

GTC04: Encourage permeable green parking spaces 

 

In order to reduce the risk of surface runoff flooding within the town 

centre and to increase the amount of permeable surface area it is 

recommended that permeable green parking spaces are introduced 

throughout the town centre and wider area. Consultation processes 

highlighted that brick and asphalt dominated the Town Centre landscape 
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and so by greening some of the extensive car parking spots with grass 

reinforced mesh will improve the aesthetics of the town. One key area 

this could be implemented is the access and parking strip along Alderley 

Road, where such permeable parking would complement the existing GI 

assets. A visual representation of this is demonstrated in Appendix D. 

 

5.1.2 BUSINESS GREENING 

BG01: Encourage green site frontages 

 

Encourage businesses to invest in or sponsor planters or greening around 

their property which will create a nicer environment to shop and work in, 

stimulating economic growth and the possibility of attracting inward 

investment. Planters could be used to reflect the businesses through 

choice of plants, herbs, fruit, shrubs etc used and the exposure outside 

the business or through a sponsorship name can in turn provide 

economic benefits 

 

Potential areas to implement such greening would be along Water Lane 

or Alderley Road where the pavement size allows for planters to be 

introduced without disrupting the use of the pavement. There should be 

encouragement for businesses to work alongside the Town Council, 

Cheshire East Council and voluntary groups such as Incredible Edible in 

order to facilitate this. 

 

 

 

 

BG02: Good urban landscaping and amenity space in new business and 

commercial developments 

 

New larger scale business and commercial developments should be 

designed to deliver a high quality GI setting for building form and where 

possible incorporate green roofs and encourage roof top planting. At a 

minimum they should provide green amenity spaces with quality 

landscaping in order to facilitate a good working environment with 

benefits such as higher productivity levels and fewer staff absences. 

 

 

 

Businesses on Water Lane enjoy wide pavements which could 

benefit from green frontages and planters. 
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5.1.3 GREENING EXISTING HOUSING 

GEH01: Recognition of private gardens as a valuable GI asset 

 

Housing forms a substantial part of the urban fabric within Wilmslow and 

Handforth and the private gardens attached make up a considerable 

proportion of the area’s greenspace. From consultation it was 

acknowledged that 66% used their private gardens more frequently than 

public green space, however these same people also enjoyed the public 

spaces available to them. This indicates how important a variety of green 

space is. Cheshire East in their Infrastructure Plan and Open Spaces 

Survey ignore the values that such substantial green space can provide. It 

is therefore recommended that there is recognition of private gardens as 

a GI asset and subsequently their value and use promoted. Map 2 

demonstrates the quantity of green space that acknowledgement of 

gardens as a valuable GI asset can provide. 

 

GEH02: Discourage paving over front gardens with hard standing 

surfaces. 

 

As highlighted both front and rear gardens are a significant green asset 

throughout Handforth and Wilmslow. Front gardens often provide green 

landscaping and green frontages to the street which would otherwise not 

be present. These act as significant water drainage resources, and provide 

corridors for animals and wildlife to move between. Often front garden 

space is paved over to make parking room, this is discouraged and 

instead, where absolutely necessary, more permeable surfaces would be 

recommended such as gravel over soil or parking using grass 

reinforcement mesh. This should also be applied to new housing. 

 

 Map 2: Private rear gardens in Wilmslow and Handforth  
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GEH03:  Implement storm water capture and organic recycling systems 

into your home. 

 

Implementing storm water capture systems, such as rain barrels, shown 

in Figure 5 and organic recycling is an easy way to introduce sustainable 

features to the home. Capturing grey water to reuse in the garden can 

alleviate some small scale flooding by preventing surface runoff and 

reduces household water consumption.  

 

GEH04: Encourage living walls. 

 

Living walls are a great way to introduce GI assets where limited ground 

space is available. Growing vertically, up and across walls, shown in Figure 

5, allows for the benefits of GI, such as cooling effects and biodiversity to 

flourish. There are many walls across Wilmslow indicating boundaries, 

such as those that surround car parks and properties; these would be 

prime examples of locations to implement living walls such as on Dean 

Row Road, Wilmslow.  

 

GEH05: Encourage GI to accommodate for biodiversity in the residential 

area. 

 

Encourage biodiversity in the residential area through simple mechanisms 

such as planting a variety of herbs, shrubs, trees and plants and creating a 

mix of habitats for animals such as rockeries, ponds and flower beds. 

Provide facilities such as bird baths, bird boxes and bat boxes to 

encourage animals into the area. If managed sensitively such mechanisms 

Demonstration of the value green front gardens can bring to the 

street both aesthetically and environmentally 

Dean Row Road, Wilmslow, potential location for 

implementation of living walls 
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can help to sustain and increase particular species and contribute to 

achieving net gains for biodiversity. 

5.1.4 GREENING NEW HOUSING 

GNH01: New Housing should adhere to the Accessible Natural Green 

Space Standards as a benchmark for providing open space 

 

Using the Accessible Natural Green Space Standards produced by Natural 

England as a benchmark, see Appendix E, will ensure that all new 

residential developments provide adequate green provision for the 

residents providing opportunities for fresh air, exercise and climate 

change mitigation. 

 

GNH02: Where appropriate new residential developments should be 

supplied with decent sized private garden space or in the case of flats 

and apartments, communal green space.  

 

The value of private garden space as a GI asset is underrated. Private 

greenspace allows for leisure and recreational activities which benefits 

health and wellbeing but can also act as significant gateways to the 

movement of animals through the urban area and facilitate biodiversity. 

Therefore private gardens are a valuable asset and they should 

incorporate them into future developments.  

 

GNH03: New developments should be designed with pedestrian and 

cycling provision in mind. 

 

Encouragement of sustainable methods of movement, such as walking 

and cycling, is paramount to the health and wellbeing of the residents. 

New developments should be designed to allow easy permeability for 

cyclists and pedestrians, ensuring that local provision and facilities are 

accessible by these methods and that facilities such as bike shelters are 

available. This will encourage people use the car less and use more 

sustainable methods of transport. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Increase vegetation cover 

to minimising surface run-

off and encouraging 

biodiversity to flourish 

Permeable groundcover 

reducing surface run-off 

and allowing gradual 

release of storm water 

Living Walls and 

Rain Barrels 

Figure 5: Greening Housing  



24 | P a g e  
 

5.1.5 GREENING THE STREET 

GS01: Maintain, protect and encourage new trees and hedgerows. 

 

A significant aspect of Wilmslow’s character is due to the number of 

mature trees which line the town’s streets. It is important that these 

trees are maintained and protected, to keep the town’s unique character 

but also for the significant benefits they provide.  A higher proportion of 

trees will filter air pollution, modify high summer temperatures and 

intercept heavy rainfall reducing its impact on drainage systems and 

surface runoff.  

 

GS02: Maintain and safeguard existing grass verges and green street 

amenity spaces. 

 

Many of the residential streets in Wilmslow benefit from being lined by 

grass verges or green amenity spaces such as those at the corner of 

junctions or by the road side providing benches and areas for quiet 

contemplation. These green assets form part of the character of the town 

but also provide significant benefits. Such street-scaping provides a more 

enjoyable environment encouraging walking and promoting pride of 

place. It is important to maintain and safeguard these amenity spaces but 

also discourage improper use such as parking on the verges, a problem 

identified through public consultation, in particular the artisan marking, 

where it was established that excessive parking discouraged walking. 

 

 

 

 

5.1.6 GREENING OF BROWNFIELD LAND 

GBL01: Encourage the conversion of brownfield land to GI assets where 

appropriate.  

 

As has been collated by Residents of Wilmslow, there are a significant 

number of brownfield sites throughout Wilmslow. Brownfield sites can 

have significant environmental benefits as semi-natural assets. They 

provide valuable habitats for a number of species and can encourage 

animal movement through the town and out to the countryside.  

 

Through encouraging the conversion of such brownfield land into GI 

assets, town cramming effects are also being mitigated. Areas of dense 

population, through urban cramming or infilling can have negative social 

and environmental repercussions. Alleviating dense living spaces can 

improve deprivation and health and wellbeing, it is therefore important 

not to facilitate urban cramming. 

 

Strategically selecting brownfield sites to convert into GI assets can 

provide areas of the town with the green open play space they are 

currently missing. For example, converting a brownfield site in the south 

west of the town will provide the much needed GI that is in deficiency in 

the area.  
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5.2 IMPROVING CONNECTIVITY 

More people are able to enjoy and engage with greenspaces if they are 

better connected but also areas that are better connected contribute to a 

greater urban environment.  

5.2.1 LINEAR ROUTES 

LR01: Create better pedestrian and cycle routes throughout Wilmslow 

Pedestrian and cycle routes already exist within Wilmslow but there are 

opportunities to make them better connected and more pleasurable to 

occupy. Engagement with the public and consultation indicates 

agreement that better pedestrian routes are needed to greenspaces but 

also to services, including schools and shops, which will help encourage 

more sustainable forms of travel and movement amongst the population 

of Wilmslow. A mapping exercise with the public revealed good and bad 

areas to walk and cycle within Wilmslow and Handforth, see Appendix F, 

with reasons for bad roads including speeding traffic, parked cars 

reducing the width of pathways and overgrown grass verges. Tasks such 

as this help gain public opinion on where improvement efforts could be 

focused.  

5.2.2 GATEWAYS AND CORRIDORS 

GC01: Maintenance, enhancement and promotion of GI provision on 

main arterial routes into Wilmslow.  

The A34 serves as one of the major transport links for the town of 

Wilmslow, connecting to the surrounding settlements of Handforth and 

Alderly Edge. Other alternatives approaches to Wilmslow are as follows: 

A538 (Prestbury Road), B5166 (Styal Road), B5087 (Congleton Road), 

Altrincham Road and Manchester Road. 

Focus placed on the GI provision provided along the main routes through 

Wilmslow will help create better and lasting impressions of the town, 

helping to secure environmental, economic and social benefits of GI.  

GC02: Promote and increase the provision of green corridors within the 

Town centre and surrounding areas where they can be accommodated.  

Green corridors are a great asset to any town as they provide 

opportunities for walking, cycling and more allowing for more pleasurable 

and leisurely movement between places. Furthermore they are important 

for biodiversity as they can use green corridors to migrate between 

places. Map 3 indicates examples of where green corridors exist and 

where they could be implemented, with particular attention to the Town 

Centre.  

Wilmslow train station, located in the Town Centre, is a busy hub of 

activity, providing adequate public transport provision to those 

commuting in and out of Wilmslow for work. With 66% of people working 

within Wilmslow but living elsewhere (CEC, 2012b) it is predicted that 

many people will pass through the train station on a daily basis. It is 

therefore essential that the creation of a green corridor between the 

train station and town centre is considered in order to address concerns 

highlighted during consultation that Wilmslow town centre generally 

lacks green space and the route between the station and town centre is in 

need of improvement.  

The Carrs has been endorsed by many as a well-used green asset to 

Wilmslow and is a green corridor in its own right.  Wilmslow benefits 
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from having The Carrs only a stone’s throw away from the Town Centre. 

Implementation of a green corridor between the town centre and The 

Carrs would encourage greater use of the green spaces and provide 

better connections to an area that is special to Wilmslow.  

The tree lined railway tracks are a green corridor, not necessarily for 

people, but for animals and wildlife as it provides a habitat for them and 

also allows them to migrate to different locations more easily. With some 

existing footpaths running alongside the train line, there is opportunity to 

allow this existing green corridor to become of greater use to pedestrians 

with some investment. 

5.3 PARKS AND LANDSCAPES 

Wilmslow benefits from a range of parks and greenspaces of all shapes 

and sizes as shown on Map 4 overleaf. However, it could be suggested 

that greenspaces within Wilmslow are not in great abundance, a point 

highlighted within the Wilmslow open spaces survey (2012c) which 

acknowledges a shortage of provisions for children and teenagers and 

outdoor sports facilities by approximately 23ha, along with allotments, 

which can all contribute to overall GI assets with an area.  

With current development pressures within Wilmslow and the 

surrounding area, addressing any shortfalls in green assets should be 

prioritised, especially as all types of GI provision within Wilmslow are well 

used by residents of the town but also that of nearby settlements, 

including Handforth and Alderley Edge.  

Access to greenspaces has been highlighted within the Wilmslow Open 

Spaces Survey and throughout consultation as relatively poor in places, 

particularly to those that reside on the periphery of Wilmslow or in the 

south west of the town. Particular attention to access of greenspace is 

paramount, both access to the site and on the site, to ensure that these 

areas remain well used.  

Map 3: Current and Future Green Corridors in Wilmslow and Handforth 
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5.3.1 SPORTING FACILITIES  

SP01: Maintain existing sporting facilities whilst making every effort to 

meet shortfalls identified by Cheshire East Council.  

Despite a shortfall in sporting facilities by 14ha (ref open space survey), 

Wilmslow is host to a wide range of sporting facilities, including football, 

rugby and cricket pitches, tennis and basketball courts bowling greens to 

name a few. While sports provision accounts for over 50ha of open space 

within Wilmslow, only around 22ha of that are actively available for 

public use and used (CEC, 2012c).  This is an issue that cropped up during 

consultation, with many commenting that overall supply is not an issue, 

but the amount that is available for public use is. With sporting facilities 

often contributing to the overall GI assets of an area, it can be argued 

that the shortfall of sporting facilities of 14ha can be interpreted as a 

shortfall of GI provision to a degree.  

With development and population growth pressures it is anticipated that 

the shortfall will increase if it is not addressed in the short term. It is 

recommended that as and when the shortfall of sport provision is met, 

every effort is made for new facilities to be available to the public in an 

attempt to make sporting provision and thus the benefits of GI available 

to all, helping remove deprivation barriers and improve social and health 

benefits associated with sports and the use of GI. It is therefore further 

recommended that the shortfall in sporting facilities is met with GI in 

mind, for example, creating real grassed pitches rather than artificial 

pitches going forward.  

 

 

Map 4: Green GI assets 
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5.3.2 PLAY FACILITIES 

PF01: Maintain and enhance existing play facilities whilst also 

encouraging new facilities that will accommodate a range of users.  

Outdoor play facilities are invaluable for the younger residents of 

Wilmslow in terms of aiding physical development but also as a source of 

exercise in keeping children and teenagers active and healthy. Similar to 

sports provision, provision for children and teenagers also experiences an 

overall deficiency of 8.8ha (CEC, 2012c) within Wilmslow with 

consultation indicating more play provision would be welcomed within 

the town.  

Ideas of increasing the provision of GI is coupled with thoughts of what 

facilities may be necessary to encourage use of any new or existing 

greenspaces, for which play facilities are a great example. It is 

recommended that new play equipment is installed within greenspaces, 

with a focus on areas where deprivation levels are higher and areas 

where play provision is lacking.  Similarly, when funds become available it 

would be of great benefit to consider the creation of outdoor gyms within 

greespaces, a popular facility enabling people of all ages and abilities to 

exercise for free whilst also enjoying the outdoors.  

Investing in more play facilities and outdoor gym equipment in the future 

will make the provision and protection of GI assets more necessary in 

areas that contain such facilities. It will also encourage more people to 

use the great GI assets on offer within Wilmslow resulting in residents 

experiencing the environmental and social benefits of GI.  

 

 

 

5.3.3 FOOD PRODUCTION  

FP01: Increase provision of allotments, with a particular focus on 

implementing new sites in accessible areas.  

While the popularity of allotments is increasingly growing nationwide, so 

too are the waiting lists for plots. This has been a prominent concern 

echoed through consultation, with over 90% of respondents to the online 

survey wishing to see more allotments within Wilmslow.  

Allotments provide a wide range of benefits, economically, socially and 

most important of all environmentally. Allotments are an important 

feature of green infrastructure due to the green spaces they provide 

Outdoor gym at Croxteth Hall and Country Park, Liverpool  

(Source: Liverpool City Council, 2009) 
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when in use but also they are important to the wildlife habitats they 

attract.  

It is therefore recommended that new allotments are created for 

Wilmslow which are in more accessible locations; where those without 

private cars or more vulnerable residents can access easily. Secure sites 

could be accommodated within Wilmslow Town Centre or The Carrs, 

which are areas accessible to many.  Similarly, with numerous brownfield 

sites across Wilmslow, a few could lend themselves to allotments and 

other green infrastructure uses where appropriate. This is an approach 

adopted by The City of Edinburgh Council where in 2011 a waste land site, 

which was previously home to a row of Georgian tenements, was 

transformed into thriving community gardens and allotments, very close 

to the city centre (CoEC, 2011) showing that there is flexibility in where 

allotments can be placed.  

FP02: Adopt roof top food production where appropriate 

Within urban areas allotments are best placed on rooftops where they 

are less likely to be over shadowed by buildings. By doing so, it provides a 

realistic and cheap solution to providing green space above ground level 

whilst also contributing to the overall amount of GI provision within 

Wilmslow. An example of where this is achieved successfully is at The 

Printworks entertainment complex in Manchester City Centre.  

FP03: Continued support for voluntary organisations that actively 

encourage food production  

Incredible Edible Wilmslow actively plant vegetables and herbs amongst 

other things across the town centre and are widely endorsed by many. It 

is encouraging that some of the local supermarkets, namely Waitrose and 

Sainsbury’s, support the work of Incredible Edible by hosting planters 

outside their shops in Wilmslow. It is recommended that the work of 

Incredible Edible receives continued support for their work, which adds to 

the green infrastructure provision within Wilmslow. It emerged from 

consultation that more planters would allow more people to be involved, 

but also enough volunteers are needed to support more planters. Raising 

awareness of Incredible Edible’s work alongside Green Infrastructure may 

encourage more volunteers which in turn would help manage more 

planters.  

5.4 THE COUNTRYSIDE 

Wilmslow is surrounded by countryside providing a rich and vibrant green 

setting for the town. Although this green landscape is plentiful, it is poorly 

connected to the residential areas and town as clear linkages are few and 

far between. However, there is the potential and desire to provide new 

linkages and join the town with the surrounding countryside for the 

enjoyment of all and providing many great benefits both on health and 

wellbeing and the environment. 

CS01: Maintain current gateways to the countryside 

As already ascertained The Carrs and Bollin Valley form a valuable green 

corridor across the Wilmslow urban area but also act as significant 

gateways out to the countryside. The Carrs joins with valuable natural 

land at Styal Country Park and the Countryside to the west of Wilmslow 

whilst the Bollin valley stretches east. It is important to maintain these 

connections as they act as valuable leisure and recreational assets, 

promoting healthy living and significantly improving wellbeing as well as 

facilitating biodiversity and animal movement along the green corridors. 
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CS02: Provide more gateways to the countryside 

Despite being within close proximity to the countryside throughout 

Wilmslow and Handforth, the outer urban fabric often acts as a barrier to 

movement out to the country. This should be broken down by creating 

gateways at key points in the town which signpost and allow for easy 

movement from the town and residential areas out into open green 

space, suggestions for which are shown in Map 5.  

These gateways would be most beneficial in South West Wilmslow and in 

Handforth where the access to play or amenity greenspace is already 

limited. Providing such gateways will allow residents to access the 

countryside nearest their homes, reducing the number of people driving 

to local ‘hotspots’ such as The Carrs and Lindow Common. This is a more 

sustainable approach and will alleviate some of the congestion issues 

experienced at busy times in these ‘hotspots’ ensuring everyone can have 

an enjoyable experience in the outdoors.  

CS03: Promote rights of way, footpaths, cycle routes and bridal ways to 

encourage use of the countryside 

Use information boards at gateway points to detail footpaths, cycle 

routes and bridal ways as well as other information regarding the 

landscape, habitats and what species or animals might be around. This 

acts as an educational facility, informing people about the value of the 

land but also promotes and encourages its use by outlining means for 

recreation and leisure.  

CS04: Protection of the green belt will result in the preservation of the 

green countryside surrounding the town 

In order to maintain the significant asset that the countryside provides, as 

far as possible, the green belt should be maintained. This will ensure that 

the quantity quality and variety of countryside surrounding Wilmslow and 

Handforth can be maintained and enjoyed by the residents in to future.  

 

 

Map 5: Public Footpath and Gateways to the Countryside 
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Chapter 6 | Next Steps 

Recommendations suggested in the previous chapter vary in terms of 

their implementation with regards to timings, financing and the actors 

involved in delivering them.   

It is anticipated that Transition Wilmslow, as the community group at the 

forefront of the GI plan, are likely to be the main drivers of delivering any 

recommendations both directly and indirectly.  

It will be of benefit for Transition Wilmslow to prioritise the 

recommendations in order of importance to Wilmslow and Handforth. 

Tabulating recommendations into short and long term categories coupled 

with low and high cost recommendations could be a useful way in 

organising the recommendations and informing prioritisation of them. An 

example table is shown in Figure 6.  

 Short term Long term 

Low Cost GEH02: Discourage 

paving over front 

gardens with hard 

standing surfaces. 

FP03: Continued 
support for voluntary 

organisations that 
actively encourage 
food production. 

High Cost GS01: Maintain, 

protect and 

encourage new trees 

and hedgerows. 

 

SP01: Maintain 
existing sporting 
facilities whilst 

making every effort to 
meet shortfalls 

identified by Cheshire 
East Council. 

 

Engagement with Cheshire East Council regarding GI provision would aid 

the progress of moving forward with this plan. Similarly, the local 

authority should encourage early engagement with developers to discuss 

GI provision on a site by site basis to allow for developers to account for 

any GI within their costing.  

Future engagement with schools to educate students on GI will help to 

raise awareness and understanding of the matter from an earlier age. It is 

also likely that information gained from school may transfer to home life 

resulting in greater adoption of GI provision by families on a small scale 

individual level.  

Engagement with local businesses on the benefits of GI and what they 

can do will speed up the process of implementation if businesses become 

engaged with the process; rather than relying upon Cheshire East to 

solely fund the implementation of GI. Incredible Edible have been 

successful in gaining support from some local businesses who have 

provided planters outside their shops, showing that engagement with 

businesses can be rewarding if pursued and successful.  

Avenues for financing GI provision both in the short and long term need 

to be addressed, with some of the recommendations are likely to be 

relatively low cost or even no cost while other will be of greater cost. 

Financing GI provision through Section 106 Agreements, the Community 

Infrastructure Levy and any monies gained from New Homes Bonus 

payments is a matter for Cheshire East Council to consider on a case by 

case basis.  

 

Figure 6: Example table representing ways to organise and prioritise 

recommendations 
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Chapter 7 | Conclusion  

 

This plan is the initial step towards helping expand the 

network of GI within Wilmslow and neighbouring 

settlements.  It is with hope that the aims and objectives, set 

out in Chapter one, have been met and all 29 

recommendations are realistic measures that can be 

implemented over the short and long term to create a better 

Wilmslow.  

Moving forward, the plan should be looked upon as an 

informative tool in helping the move towards a greener and 

more sustainable Wilmslow. To achieve the goal of expanding 

the GI network the recommendations need to be actively 

promoted and implemented at every opportunity. Although this 

plan has been created in conjunction with Transition Town 

Wilmslow, the community group alone cannot fully maintain, 

encourage and deliver GI provision across Wilmslow. It is 

therefore essential that wider efforts are sought to assist with 

the maintenance of existing GI and implementation of future GI.  

Wilmslow has a real opportunity to become a great town 

through increased provision of GI, one that is great for living, 

working and shopping - an opportunity that should not be 

missed.  

 

 

Map 6: Green Infrastructure Provision in Wilmslow and Handforth 
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Appendix A: Policy Context Summary Table. 

POLICY/DOCUMENT 

 
SUMMARY 

 
 
 

National Planning Policy Framework  Reference to GI as a means of mitigating climate change; 

 Recommends new developments should manage any climate change risk through 

the provision of GI; 

 Encourages Local Planning Authorities to plan positively for GI. 

 

Cheshire East Policy Principles   Aims to deliver good quality and accessible networks of greenspaces; 

 Focus on linking green assets across Cheshire landscape through safeguarding, 

retaining and enhancing GI assets; 

 Future developments should contribute to the GI network. 

 

Cheshire East Local Infrastructure Plan  

 

 

 

 

 

 Refers to GI as “an area’s life system” but does not delve any further into this 

concept by conveying the potential that well implemented and maintained 

infrastructure can have; 

 Draws on range of documents to act as guidance including GI Framework for North 

East Wales, Cheshire and Wirral along with the Rights of Way Improvement Plan; 

 Recognises all new development should incorporate GI and sets minimum standards 

for provisions of greenspace. 

 

Wilmslow Town Strategy  No specific mention of GI within the strategy but features aspects which indirectly 

refer to GI mechanisms such as a “safe walking and cycling town” and “high quality, 

accessible, green and recreational spaces both inside and outside the Town Centre”;  
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 Strong focus on brownfield sites as first option for development without 

consideration to the effects of urban cramming or value that semi-natural green 

space can have for Wilmslow.  

 Acknowledges need for Town Centre greening but no commitments made to how 

this could be facilitated.  

 

Wilmslow Open Space Survey  Conducted to help create planning policies and follows PPG17 typologies; 

 Indicates an abundance of open space within Wilmslow; 

 Poor accessibility for residents around the periphery of Wilmslow a recurring theme 

throughout the survey; 

 Indicates shortage of sports facilities and provision for children and teenagers by 

approximately 23ha; 

 Very useful resource overall in naming and categorising existing green space but is 

very much a tick box exercise. 

 

Handforth Open Space Survey  Conducted to help create planning policies and follows PPG17 typologies; 

 Handforth experiences a lack of open space facilities on the whole; 

 Highlights accessibility issues, particularly for those located in Northern Wilmslow; 

 Open space vary in quality across the area and there are no allotments.  

Indicates shortage of sports facilities and provision for children and teenagers by 

approximately 9ha. 
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Data Collection 

Method 

Preliminary Findings 

Desk Based 
Research  

- There are 72 Tree Preservation Orders across 
Handforth and Wilmslow. 

- Four Conservation Areas in Wilmslow and one 
extending to Styal. 

- Figure 6 indicates shortage of amenity space 
provision in the South of Wilmslow when 
compared to the north.  

- Shortage of Allotments and great demand as 
identified by the Open Spaces Survey and 
Figure 6. 

- Open Spaces Survey indicates that generally 
the South West is the area most disconnected 
from open space provision.  

- Lindow Common is a SSSI.  
- Knowledge of land uses for surrounding green 

space obtained through CORINE and MAGIC 
map.  

Site Visits  - On the ground experience of accessibility 
issues to open spaces and other amenity 
provision.  

- Different areas experience different levels of 
usage, for example the Carrs were a very busy 
in comparison to Lindow Common.  

- Visual representation obtained of areas with 
good and bad GI provision.  

- Wilmslow benefits from a range of green 
assets.  

- Lots of potential within town centre for urban 
greening due to a large amount of space to 
work with.  

Consultation - Difficulty in in accessing green space for young 
mums with pushchairs. 

- Arterial routes act as a barrier to movement.  
- Lack of green space within Town Centre 

highlighted. 
- Better walking route from train station desired.  
- Support for a ‘shared space’ scheme within the 

town centre. 
- Risk of leisure facility being lost. 
- Concern over whether existing GI provision is 

enough in light of development pressures.  
- Links from Town Centre to nearby GI provision 

could be enhanced, mainly links to the Carrs. 
- More accessible allotments wanted. 
- Any new development should feature GI 

provision. 
- Greater links from town to country desired.  

Online Survey  - Results from online survey are detailed 
separately in Appendix C. 

Artisan Market - Good areas for walking (ie pleasant and safe) 
were identified as The Carrs, countryside out 
to Styal, Lindow Common and Lindow Moss 
and scattered streets within the urban area. 

- Reasons for this were good pedestrian facilities 
such as benches and pavements and enjoyable 
areas. 

- Poor areas were identified through the town 
centre and out to the South West or the town. 

- Reasons for this were heavy congestion and 
lack of pavements.  

- See Appendix E 

 

Appendix B: Preliminary Findings 
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Question area Responses 

Key areas of green 
space used 

 The Carrs – heavily used.  

 Lindow Moss 

 Handforth Parks  

 Wilmslow Park 

 Bollin Valley 

 Gravel Lane/South Oak Lane play park  

 Woodlands within Handforth  

 Dean Road play park  

 Lindow Common 

 Fulshaw Park  

 Tree lined area of Alderley Road 

 Leisure centre field/pond 

 A34 area in Handforth  

 Meriton Park 

 Carnival Fields 

 Rectory fields 

 Green space across from Library  

 Brown Lane playing fields/play park 

Areas of green space 
needing 
improvements  

 ‘Little Lindow’ 

 Greenhall Mews 

 Romany Park  

 Areas of The Carrs 

 Lindow Common 

 Pond by Leisure Centre  

 Area surrounding trains station  

 Path alongside Wilmslow High School  

 Green Lane  

 Market Square  

 Hawthorn Street 

 Areas around Summerfields  

 (Complaints made to CEC regarding 
pollution and bank erosion of the river) 

Use of green space 
after improvements  

 76% of respondents said they would use 
green space more if it was subject to 
improvements  

Accessibility of 
green spaces 

 89% of respondents would like better 
pedestrian and cycling access to green 
spaces.  

 Better cycling access to all green spaces 
generally needed 

 Poor condition of paths on The Carrs, 
particularly for those with pushchairs and 
disabilities.  

 Cycle access to Lindow Common is poor 

 Paths within Lindow Common need 
improving 

 Multiuse path through The Carrs desired 

 Cycling access around Town Centre very 
poor.  

 More car parking needed at The Carrs, 
difficult to get a space especially at 
Twinnies Bridge.  

Use of private or 
public space 

 Of the respondents 44% of people use 
public space more than private space, 
with the remainder using private space 
more.  

 Comments show those that use private 
space more, also use public spaces.  

 Comments show public spaces more 
important for those without private 
gardens, such as those residing in 
apartments  

Appendix C: Summary of Survey Results 

Survey conducted using online resource Survey Monkey 
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Appendix D: 3D Model of Alderley Road, Wilmslow: Potential Improvements  

 

 

 

 

 

Encourage window boxes 

and hanging baskets 

Flower beds, planters and 

shop front greening 

Permeable parking provision using 

reinforced grass mesh or alternatively 

gravel over soil. 

Encourage designated 

cycle routes 
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Appendix E: Accessible Natural Greenspace Standard, Natural England (2010).  

 

ACCESSIBLE NATURAL GREENSPACE STANDARD (ANGST) 

ANGSt recommends that everyone, wherever they live, should have accessible natural greenspace: 

 of at least 2 hectares in size, no more than 300 metres (5 minutes walk) from home; 

 at least one accessible 20 hectare site within two kilometre of home; 

 one accessible 100 hectare site within five kilometres of home; and 

 one accessible 500 hectare site within ten kilometres of home; plus 

 a minimum of one hectare of statutory Local Nature Reserves per thousand population. 
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Appendix F: Mapping exercise of good and bad areas for walking and cycling 

 


