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2013 was a busy and productive year for Transition Wilmslow. This newsletter is a
summary of our activities and more details are on the website. If you want to know
more  about  the  Transition  Movement  in  the  UK  and  worldwide  check  out  the
Transition  network  website  (http://www.transitionnetwork.org/)  or  read  Rob
Hopkins’ new book, The Power of Just Doing Stuff. Please get in touch if you would
like  to know more about  our  work  or  would like to help or  join  in:  everyone is
welcome! Email transitionwilmslow@googlemail.com

We have been Just Doing Stuff in Wilmslow this year: 

Food Group:

The Community Garden was opened in April at The Temp Park in Gravel Lane with a
seed and seedling swap party that coincided with WTC officially opening the new
swings.  

 Alongside  our  Orchard  there  are
now  raised  beds  that  have  had  a
very productive season.  

Also  at  the  Temp  there  has  been
much  interest  in  a  fabulous
“bottoms bench” made by Frankland
Tree  Services  from  a  whole  tree
trunk  with  different  sized  seats  for
different sized bottoms! 
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We widened our involvement in the community by helping the residents and staff of
Lime Tree Court Hostel in Colshaw to build raised beds in their back garden so that
they could start growing their own vegetables. 
 
Successful stalls were held at both at the Wilmslow Show in July and at the Wilmslow
Artisan Market in September promoting the work of the Food Group with fabulous
Community Garden hampers for raffles. 

More  good  news;  an  increasing  number  of  us  are  getting  fantastic  fresh  local
produce  from  Food4Macc  Direct  -  supporting  local  farmers  and  amazingly  good
value!  This is done on a shoestring to ensure that the producers receive 80% of the
money we spend.  http://www.food4maccdirect.co.uk/ 

Transport Group:

The Transport Group supported  Family Bike Rides from the Artisan Market  in April
and September  led by  our  friends from Cycle  Wilmslow.  We have  been actively
supporting  the  20s  plenty  campaign
(http://www.20splentyforwilmslow.moonfruit.com/) to have default speed limits of
20mph on residential  streets (as in Manchester,  Oxford, Cambridge, Bristol,  York,
Lancaster, Brighton and many London Boroughs and supported by the Department
for Transport)  which is  now proven to be an effective strategy  for  the safety  of
children,  other  pedestrians  and cyclists  and adding  very little  to the average  car
journey time. 170 Wilmslow residents have already signed the 20s plenty petition
and Flo Collier from Transition and 20s plenty has forwarded these on to Cheshire
East Council. 
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Environment and Planning Group: 

2013 was a busy year for the Environment and Planning group and 2014 may
well be just as busy!  Our main areas of  work   have  been gathering information
on  the  local  area  to  create  a   Landscape  Character  Assessment  (LCA)  for
Wilmslow,  Handforth  and  Styal  (  using  the  old  Civil  Parish  boundary  of
Wilmslow  as  our  study  area  )and  contributing  to  local  planning,  including
commenting  on   the  Cheshire  East  local  Plan.    Also  during  2013  we
commissioned a group of Manchester University students   to complete a Green
Infrastructure Plan  for Wilmslow and Handforth  to document and   examine the
contribution that green spaces ( including private gardens )  can make to our
local environment, sustainable development and our health and well-being. 

The  LCA  work  involved  not  just  looking  at
physical  characteristics  but  understanding
how   people in the past   have shaped this
landscape and how current residents interact
with  the  local   environment.  As  well  as
several very enjoyable days of group walks  in
the summer exploring and documenting these
areas  we  have  also,  with  contributions  and
guidance  by  photographers  from  The
Wilmslow  Guild  Photographic  Society,  an
excellent collection of photographs to support
this work. 
  

We   found  that  there  is  a   wide  variety   of   landscape  and  amenity  areas
including:  river  valleys  such  as  the  Bollin  and  Dean;  deep   wooded  valleys;
historic  ancient  hedgerows  and  tree
boundaries;,  a variety of   farmland  usage;
an ancient peat moss with its characteristic
narrow linear “peat rooms” where the peat
had previously been extracted; and    wide,
open views to the uplands of Alderley Edge
and  The Pennines .   Highlights of the variety
of  habitats and wildlife we found  include:  a
bank  of  wild  orchids;  an  enclosed  flower
meadow  in  full  bloom  with  butterflies;
beautiful  mature  woodland areas  (Dobbin’s
Cloughs and  the blue bell woods at Dean Row);  sand martins nesting in the
banks  of  the  Bollin;  and  a  family  of  buzzards  in  full  flight.   In  addition  our
intrepid explorers  also  had a “jungle experience”  fighting through undergrowth



and hanging branches to show that there really  is a green corridor along the
River Dean through Handforth!

Last but not least we made a significant contribution  to  the recent  consultation
on the  Cheshire East  Local  Plan with comments on 34 points!  Much of this
contribution being heavily  informed by our LCA work.  In addition to  reviewing
the   identified sites surrounding Wilmslow and Handforth  we made  comments
on  a wide range of issues  including  the overall vision and spatial strategy, green
belt policy, the environment/biodiversity , health and well-being, renewable and
low carbon energy ,travel and transport. We have also indicated to WTC that we
would be happy to contribute to the development  of a neighbourhood plan or
any other local proposals.
Going forward in 2014 we will be sharing the findings of  both the LCA the  Green
Infrastructure Plan  with  Wilmslow Town Council and  our local Cheshire East
Councillors. We also plan to hold an exhibition  later this year to   inform  and
consult  with local  residents.     We will   be  undertaking further  work on the
Cheshire  East  Plan  as  it  moves  towards  its  completion  by  the  Council  and
examination  in  public.   We  will  also  be  contributing  to  a  newly  established
project  group  to  restore  and  conserve  Lindow  Moss  –  a  key  area  the  LCA
identified  as worthy of further work.  

Energy Group:
The Energy Group held successful Artisan Market stalls in February and November
raising awareness of energy saving around the home and offering free home energy



surveys.   A Green Doors event was held in September to demonstrate how local
residents have made energy savings. 

Andrew Backhouse is now representing us on the  Local Action Plan (LAP)  Energy
Group (with WTC, CEC, Cheshire Fire and Rescue and Handforth Parish Council) who
have  endorsed our  Top Tips  leaflet.  This  is  great  news for  spreading the Energy
Saving message which must be good for everyone. The LAP will print copies of the
Top Tips leaflet and 21 more people have requested energy surveys following the
November Market. 

Lindow Moss Group:

As a result of discussions between the Energy and Environment and Planning Groups
about the importance of Lindow Moss both as a natural resource and a potential
carbon  sink,  a  new  group  has  been  formed  to  work  closely  with  the  Saltersley
Common  Preservation  Society.  The  first  meeting  will  be  in  January,  anyone
interested please contact us by email. 

The  Lindow  Singers  held  a  concert  in  November  celebrating  Lindow  Moss
(http://www.wilmslow.co.uk/news/tag/saltersley-common-preservation-society).
Transition Wilmslow shared an information stand at the concert with the Saltersley
Common Group showing the work of the Environment and Planning Group. 

Wilmslow High School/Transition Wilmslow initiative:

Lisa Carey and Katie Longson are year 13 students at WHS. They are working with
Chris Frankland and Garry Olson from Transition to develop ideas about a Forest
School Project and food growing space in the new inclusion centre. We are really
delighted to be working with such enthusiastic and visionary young people and hope
that this will develop into a long term project between the school and Transition
Wilmslow. 

Film Nights: 
We showed the films of The Economics of Happiness (let us know if you would like to
borrow the DVD) and the Vanishing of  the Bees.  We are putting together a film
programme for spring 2014. 

Dates for 2014:
Green Drinks 2nd Tuesday at Coach & Four
Steering Group 3rd Wednesday Upstairs at Friends’ Meeting House
Artisan Market Stalls in February, April, June, September and November
Family Bike Rides with Cycle Wilmslow tbc
Sunday July 13th  join us at The Wilmslow Show
Film Nights: Tues 28 Jan Wilmslow Library 7.30pm “Edible City”
                       Tues 25 Feb Wilmslow Library 7.30pm “Trashed” starring Jeremy Irons

          Tues 25 March Wilmslow Library 7.30pm “Dirt The Movie”
          Tues 29 April Wilmslow Library 7.30pm tbc
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