
 

 

A	New	Vision	for	Lindow	Moss	

Anything but a Bog Standard Landscape 
 

1. Workshop Summary 

On Thursday 3rd April, Transition Wilmslow hosted a workshop to bring people together 

and discuss a new way forward for Lindow Moss.  The level of attendance was striking with 

approximately 40 guests, and a team of 10 Transition members to guide the process and 

ensure the smooth running of the workshop. 

The Chatham House Rule was invoked – so apart from our speakers, who are happy to be 

quoted – the themes can be discussed outside the meeting, but without attributing what was 

said to any particular individual or organisation.   This was to ensure a free and open 

discussion. 

The proceedings were opened by Professor Anthony Jones, followed by scene-setting talks 

by Professor Emeritus John Handley of University of Manchester and Tony Evans of 

Saltersley Common Preservation Society.  John Handley is Professor of Landscape and 

Environmental Planning at the University of Manchester.  He talked about the development 

of the landscape since the time of the last glaciation.  Colonization of what was an area of 

woodland by Sphagnum moss during the Mesolithic period killed the trees and created a 

raised bog.  The exploitation of the peat deposits for fuel from at least as early as the Middle 

Ages resulted in the creation of distinctive field boundaries called moss ‘rooms’. Prof. 

Handley described this as one of the best-preserved landscapes of this type that he is aware 

of in Britain, and yet, astonishingly, it is not protected by designation of any kind.  This lack 

of recognition is compounded locally by the confusion between Lindow Moss and Lindow 

Common.  Prof. Handley also read an excerpt from a short article by Rick Turner, the 

former County archaeologist whose painstaking detective work led to the discovery of 

Lindow Man’s body.  A copy of John’s presentation and Rick’s article were included in the 

delegates’ pack. 

Tony Evans spoke from the heart about his experiences as a resident over the past 15 years 

and the difficulties that the Society has faced in tackling infringements on the peat extraction 

site.  Planning conditions such as disturbance around the ditches, and allowing the water 

table to lower through continual drainage appear to have been flouted.  Properties have 

suffered subsidence on the site, and residents believe that the lowering of the water table has 

exacerbated the situation.  They have also witnessed the near-disappearance of certain 

species including protected wildlife such as water voles.  Cheshire County Council and now 

Cheshire East Council have so far brought no proceedings against the licence-holders to 

hold them to account and so it is clear that the community here has been wronged.  The 

purpose of the workshop therefore was to try to draw a line at this point and move forward 

and to put things right. 

Transition Wilmslow, representatives from Cheshire Wildlife Trust, the Land Trust, the 

Environment Agency, Natural England, English Heritage, Manchester Museum, local 



 

 

recreation groups and organisations, councillors and officers, as well as affected residents 

came together on the day to explore a more constructive future for Lindow Moss.  We 

agreed to work collaboratively to secure the restoration of the current peat working area as a 

self-sustaining wetland habitat and to conserve and interpret the surrounding peatland 

landscape.  The workshop was the first step in trying to bring people together to discuss the 

development of a ‘New Vision for Lindow Moss’, and supporters could affectionately be 

called “The Bog Warriors” (or should that be “The Bog Worriers”?). 

After the two opening addresses the participants were invited to join one of four sub-groups 

which went away for discussion and then reported back in a plenary session.  The themes 

explored were ‘Education and Interpretation’, “Access and Usage”, “Ecology and Nature 

Conservation” and “Landscape Restoration and Heritage Conservation”. 

The education group had a wide-ranging discussion about what we should be trying to 

communicate and how to go about doing it, and benefitted from the knowledge of our local 

authors of “Lindow and the Bog Warriors”
1
.  It was felt that it was important to put Lindow 

Moss on the map, and ensure everyone knew where and what it was.   

Manchester Museum held an exhibition of Lindow Man in 2008-9 and has hosted Lindow 

Man three times for temporary exhibitions since his discovery in August 1984.  In fact, on 

the 2nd August this year will be the 30th anniversary of his discovery on Lindow Moss, and 

the group agreed that this should be commemorated in some way.   

We felt that people would be more likely to support the proposals if they could see that there 

were practical benefits.  Return to Work schemes and other social enterprises could support 

in volunteering to restore the area and help it to flourish. 

By stopping the peat extraction the moss could recover and what Prof Handley called 

‘keystone species’ would re-colonize the wet areas.  The Workshop established that Lindow 

Moss was a key link in the chain of lowland bog habitats which connects Shropshire to the 

south with the Mersey Basin to the north.  If rare plants, animals – such as water voles – and 

birds and insects returned the moss could become a centre for bio-diversity, eco-tourism and 

education.  We discussed the possibility of commissioning an eco-friendly sculpture, 

demonstrations of traditional wood crafts and art and music.  The moss itself has long 

inspired artistic expression:  Stephen Vaughn has already captured the stillness and 

apparently timeless quality of the peat bog in a series of beautiful photographs and the 

Lindow Singers recently gave a concert of specially commissioned choral pieces called “The 

Spirit of Lindow”. 

Lindow Moss is important: archaeology because of Lindow Man, natural and industrial 

history with the rare peat room landscape, ecology because of the unique fauna and flora that 

live in a bog, carbon capture because when the site is restored it will absorb more 

greenhouse gases than it is emitting, as well as leisure, well-being and a spiritual connection.  

We were also reminded that historically the moss was a place of refuge for people who had 

nowhere else to go. 

                                                
1 Matthew Hyde and Christine Pemberton, 2002 



 

 

More practically, by maintaining the water table, problems with subsidence would be 

somewhat halted for local residents.  We also felt there would be health and well-being 

benefits for local people using the moss for recreation.   Many interesting suggestions were 

made, to improve pathways – with natural and permeable materials so as not to mar the 

landscape – and perhaps separate certain incompatible leisure activities.  One suggestion 

was to build an Iron Age roundhouse at Lindow Moss.  Certainly a multi-disciplinary 

programme for Lindow Moss could be put together quite quickly to help promote the 

initiative. 

Another key outcome of the meeting was that we needed to engage fully with Croghan Peat 

and the Council to discuss a way forward and so we are hopeful that an all-party dialogue 

should commence soon.  Exploring the possibility of land purchase was voted as a key 

priority. 

2. Shared Vision 

For Transition Wilmslow, the project brings together so many of the strands that they are 

about: local community, biodiversity, food, education, carbon, resilience and legacy for 

future generations.  The main objective of the workshop was to agree a shared vision which 

can now be confirmed as follows: 

• Cessation of peat extraction and restoration of the peat working area to create an 

attractive natural habitat and to re-establish it as a carbon sink. 

• Protection of the wider Lindow Moss landscape. 

• An area with improved access, for recreation and exercise for all ages - on foot and 

where possible, bicycle, horseback and wheelchair. 

• Creation of an area where flora and fauna (including native water voles) can flourish 

and be appreciated. 

• An educational resource where the rich natural and human history of the Moss, 

including Lindow Man, can be studied and appreciated. 

• A local green tourism destination bringing economic developments to the Wilmslow 

area, while maintaining its natural wilderness. 

• Recognition of the moss area as a Green Infrastructure Asset and lung for Wilmslow. 

3. Follow on studies 

These were not discussed in detail, but some of the technical areas that could be looked at 

are: 

• Hydrology survey 

• Landscape and biodiversity surveys 

• Carbon capture potential 

• Land Value 

• Land Purchase 

• Ecosystem services 

• Finance 

– Social Return on Investment (SROI) 

– Funding streams (CSR, Crowd sourcing, charitable trusts?) 

– Management in perpetuity / Community Land Trusts 



 

 

4. Next steps and future events 

Further work will be done to review the extensive comments and feedback from the 

workshop with a view to holding a second workshop to further examine key issues.  In the 

meantime the current priorities were felt to be: 

1. Define the boundaries of the project. 

2. Initiate the all-party dialogue – representatives from the Land Trust, Cheshire 

Wildlife Trust, Natural England and Transition Wilmslow will try to meet separately 

with the Council and with Croghan Peat or their agents. 

3. Devise a programme with key milestones for the project and workstreams. 

4. Raise the profile of the area and engage the local community.  We will formulate a 

calendar of awareness events and profile-raising activities, starting with the Festival 

of Archaeology this summer, and the day school in October (see below). 

Transition Wilmslow will be exhibiting A New Vision for Lindow Moss at the June Artisan 

Market and at The Wilmslow Show in July.  Everyone is invited to come and talk to us 

about this exciting project. 

We also look forward to the day school on 18th October 2014 arranged through the 

Wilmslow Guild, and led by Prof. John Handley.  Richard Turner, who as the former 

Cheshire County Archaeologist played such a key role in the discovery and conservation of 

Lindow Man, has already agreed to take part.  It is hoped to include a contribution 

from Manchester Museum too at the event.  The day school is open to all, aimed at 

generating interest amongst the public and raising the profile for the ‘New Vision for 

Lindow Moss’ initiative.  Enquire at the Guild. 
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