
Transition Wilmslow and Lindow Moss 
 
Transition Wilmslow supports the concerns raised by the Saltersley Moss 
Preservation Society about the current state of Lindow Moss.  This letter to Tatton 
MP George Osborne is in response to reports from the Saltersley Moss group, based 
on expert Derek Gow’s recent assessment of the Moss, and our own observations. 
We hope that Mr Osborne, particularly in the light of the recent COP21 agreement 
which requires action on climate change from governments across the world 
including our own, will be able to advise us as to how we can go about rescuing this 
jewel on our doorstep. This is a letter from our Chair to Mr Osborne sent on 7th 
December 2015. Saltersley Moss Preservation Society have sent a similar letter. 
 
Dear Mr Osborne, 
 
I am Chair of Transition Wilmslow, and over the last 2 years we have built on 
our Green Infrastructure for Wilmslow and Landscape On Your Doorstep work 
to look in more detail at Lindow Moss. As you know, Lindow Moss, is a unique 
archeological, historical and environmental site of outstanding scientific and 
historical interest. Peat bogs, when healthy, absorb 50 times more carbon 
than forests, so restoration of the Moss could do almost more than anything 
else locally to reduce our carbon emissions, by acting as a very efficient 
"carbon sink".  
 
We believe that a restored Moss could act as a great tourist attraction (Lindow 
Man was found there 30 years ago and the Moss could be the site of an open 
air commemoration) as well as a site for recreation and outdoor education and 
artist workshops. It could bring work and visitors to the area. The Moss is of 
great cultural significance, with an extraordinary history.  
 
We held a workshop in 2014 with other groups including the Cheshire Wildlife 
Trust, Natural England, and the Saltersley Moss preservation society. There 
was enormous interest from local people in restoration of the Moss. In the 
summer of 2014 we held a dawn walk with 45 people attending to celebrate 
the 30th anniversary of the discovery of Lindow Man. In October last year we 
had a Guild Day School with experts from across the UK, and in January had 
an exhibition at Wilmslow Library and a talk given by Bryan Sitch from 
Manchester Museum who curated the Manchester Lindow man exhibition. 
The talk was a sell out, and there was a very interesting discussion with a 
number of people asking why we do not care for the Moss, or commemorate 
Lindow Man.  
 
Unfortunately the Moss has been damaged almost beyond repair. It is 
absolutely shocking to see the change even in the last year.  
 
In recent weeks the Wilmslow Guardian and Wilmslow.co.uk have reported on 
the ongoing damage to the flora and fauna habitat at Lindow Moss on the 
western edge of Wilmslow. 
 
This area, much shrunken due to urbanisation over the past century, remains 

http://wilmslow.co.uk/


of historical and ecological significance. The world-famous Lindow Man was 
found here in 1984 whilst it has been one of the few habitats in the region for 
Water Voles. IArticles in the Wilmslow Guardian include"  
 
http://www.wilmslowguardian.co.uk/news/14039888.PICTURES__Water_vole
_habitat__trashed__according_to_leading_conservation_expert/ 
 
http://www.wilmslowguardian.co.uk/news/13809910.Council_says_it_will_sort
_out_sinking_blot_on_Wilmslow_landscape/?ref=mr&lp=17 
 
http://www.wilmslowguardian.co.uk/news/13791659.Man_claims_building_ha
s_sunk_2ft_in_six_years/ 
 
http://www.wilmslow.co.uk/news/article/12728/barlows-beef-is-lindow-moss-
the-last-stand 
 
Much of the issues date back to 2003 when the local authority (Cheshire 
County Council) granted peat extraction rights to Croghan Peat Industries of 
Somerset.  There were 51 planning conditions set to protect the natural 
environment and habitats. It is the belief of many that Cheshire County 
Council (which morphed into Cheshire East Council in 2009) failed to monitor 
and enforce many of these conditions resulting in terrible damage to the 
Moss, water vole habitats and water table.  
 
The recent survey by Derek Gow highlighted the perilous situation of the voles 
and the failure of Croghan Peat to ensure their protection.  A drop in the water 
table also appears to be impacting on local properties.  Earlier this year there 
was an apparent failure  to bring Croghan Peat to task  when sand was 
exposed by excavation - a breach of the planning conditions. Apparently 
Croghan "declined" to attend a meeting when this was highlighted. 
 
In summary, this ancient peat bog is being damaged almost beyond repair by 
the, reckless, intensive extraction. A quick site visit via Rotherwood Road 
would show you the damage from aggressive peat digging. We hope that this 
will cease in the near future (a planning application rumbles on very slowly) 
but for now we need to see CEC step up to the plate and monitor and enforce 
the planning conditions.  
 
Please can I ask that you use your influence to protect this threatened gem on 
our doorstep?  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Pippa Jones for Transition Wilmslow 
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