
 

Transition Wilmslow Christmas and New Year 
Newsletter 2015 

Welcome to the Transition Wilmslow Round up of the year! 

It has been a challenging year for the environmental movement, with changes in government 
feed in tariffs jeopardising the renewable energy movement, evidence of CO2 levels in the 
atmosphere creeping above the critical 400ppm level, melting glaciers and clear evidence that 
climate change will disproportionately affect the poor, particularly those living in Africa. 
However, in the Transition Movement we believe that we need to effect change from the bottom 
up and here in Wilmslow we are doing what we can, thinking global, acting local! You can read 
about the vital climate change talks going on in Paris here http://www.cop21.gouv.fr/en. Please 
join us: we welcome everyone with an interest in building a better, more resilient community 
here in Wilmslow: we also have a lot of fun on the way! Here’s a taste of some of the things we 
have been doing this year and our plans for 2016: you’d be welcome to join us! 

Earth Hour:  

 

Films:   

This year we have shown A Dangerous Game about the environmental demands of 
modern golf (including some great scenes of Donald Trump at his worst!) and Growth 
Busters, a film about the myth that we just have to keep on growing.  

Earth Hour is when we switch 
off all our gadgets (including the 
lights!) for just an hour to raise 
awareness of Climate Change. In 
2015 we had a fantastic 
community singing event at the 
wonderful Old Dancer in Grove 
Street: Join us on Saturday 19th 
March at 8pm: details tbc! 

http://www.cop21.gouv.fr/en


Energy Group: 

The Energy Group took over the Wilmslow Show in July to highlight North-East 
Cheshire Community Energy (NECCE), the new project to put PV on local community 
buildings. We had the bike-light generator, some energy games, a display of energy and 
climate-related issues, a home-grown produce raffle as well a new banner.  We had a 
few people showing interest in Transition Wilmslow, signing up for a thermal camera 
survey and also signing up for more information about NECCE. 

Over the summer we were busy with planning for the NECCE project. However, by the 
end of the summer, and with the change of Government, the consultation on Feed-in-
Tariffs (FITS) put the whole project at risk. The business case for setting up a 
community benefit society is no longer viable with the proposed reduced rate of FITs, 
and so we are looking at different options to take the project forward. 

The rest of the summer was relatively quiet for the main energy group, but has picked 
up pace again with the colder weather, and we have now started work again on the 
thermal imaging camera house surveys. More work will be done on those in the next 
few months to fulfil the Town Council grant from earlier this year.  We have introduced 
a topic for debate to our energy group meetings and the first ‘Is Fracking a Good Idea?’ 
was a great success.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wilmslow Show 2015 Pedal Powered Smoothies at the    
Market! 

Contact us if you would like a free energy survey to reduce your bills! 

 

Transport:  

We’d love to encourage everyone to walk and cycle more when they can. Thanks to 
cycle Wilmslow, we have had some fun with community bike rides from the Artisan 
Market, and we were pleased to see that some progress has been made towards safer 
school routes with the council agreeing to 20mph limits near schools.  We are with 20s 
plenty and the Wilmslow Safer Routes to Schools group: we’d like to see safer roads 
everywhere so children feel safer walking or cycling to school anywhere, not just to 
school.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get on Your Bike! Artisan Market Autumn 2015 

 

Food:  

Growing your own is one of the best ways of reducing your food miles and is also great 
fun! Our community garden in the Temp, together with our fruit trees in the Temp, 
Meriton Park and The Carrs, will hopefully encourage people to keep growing! We love 
the way Incredible Edible has filled the town with Edible Corners, too! We had a seedy 
Saturday event in April which as usual was great fun, particularly for the youngsters! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Having fun planting out!                                        Replanting more fruit trees after some    
           vandalism at the Carrs 
 

Lindow Moss/Environment and Planning: 

We have been waiting to hear about the Lindow Moss planning application, and hope to 
have some news soon. In the meanwhile we have built on the contacts we made in the 
2014 Workshop and Wilmslow Guild Day School, raising awareness of the importance 
of the Moss and its restoration. In January, we had a packed meeting room at the Library 
to hear Bryan Sitch from Manchester Museum talk about “Interpreting Lindow Man: the 
Manchester Museum Experience”. John Handley and Jean Hill were presented with a 



Grassroots Giving Award from Skipton Building Society to support our Landscape on 
Your Doorstep Exhibition! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Skipton Building Society!         The current state of the Moss 

John and Jean have been attending Local Plan meetings on our behalf, trying to put 
across the importance of sustainable development in Wilmslow. We will continue to 
gather support for restoration of the Moss through 2016.  

 

Public Meetings: 

In February, on St Valentine’s Day, we ran a “Love Wilmslow Love Your Planet” day school in 
conjunction with Churches Together in Wilmslow.  The main speaker was Paul Allen, one of 
the authors of Zero Carbon Britain.  He gave us an uplifting and rich presentation about how 
reaching zero carbon emissions was very possible. 

In May we were visited by Rob Hopkins, the founder of the Transition Movement. Full 
details are on our website. http://transitionwilmslow.co.uk/2015/05/  

 

Wilmslow Partnership:  

Jean is representing Transition Wilmslow on the Wilmslow Partnership group. The 
partnership seems like a great way of helping us all achieve more in Wilmslow, so we 
look forward to hearing more about their projects in 2016.  

 

Date for your Diary: 

Monday 11th January Friends Meeting House 7.30pm All Welcome 

A special meeting on Wilmslow Trees: come and tell us what you value about trees, 
what we could do to protect them, what you’d like to learn about them or what you 
could teach us about trees!  

Please join us! www.transitionwilmslow.co.uk  

 

http://transitionwilmslow.co.uk/2015/05/
http://www.transitionwilmslow.co.uk/

