
 
 
Transition Wilmslow Meeting 11.4.19 
 
Present: David Hulme, Pat Baker, Ribia Nisa, Pippa Tyrrell, Joy and Luigi 
Pagano, Helen Lederer, Ken Wallace, Andrew Backhouse, Heather 
Calderbank, Anita Willoughby, Jane Selva, Mel Harris,  
 
Apologies:  Denise Renshaw 
 
1. Review of minutes from January and March 2019  
These were accepted as accurate records and can now go on the website. 
 
2. Repair Cafe Proposal:  
Jane, Anthony and Pippa have visited the Chorlton Repair Café, which runs 
on alternate Saturday mornings with a view to us running a similar idea. (See 
Repair Shop on BBC 1 at 4.30pm on Fridays). Pippa has an electrician who is 
happy to help, and a fixer and someone who does sewing….Repairs for bikes, 
stuffed toys, and other toys would be good. We will book St Chad’s hall in 
Handforth for 10.30am – 1pm. for the morning of 12th October, knowing this 
may cost of the order of £60. Chorlton Repair café has a ‘how to do it’ on their 
web site for volunteers. Jane, Ken, Pippa and Andrew will form a planning 
group. ….AB to book. 
We want to know who might have skills, as well as who could make coffees – 
please make offers to Pippa. 
 
3. Public Liability Insurance Renewal 
We agreed to pay £425 for our annual insurance as last year - £100000 for 
legal insurance, employees (volunteers) liability £10m and public liability £5m. 
This covers presentations on reducing energy use, walks and planting, shows, 
and no electrical tools. We are satisfied with the level of cover. We will review 
our Safeguarding policy at our June meeting. 
 
4. News from Groups:  

• Lindow Moss: 
The consent to the construction firm building by Lindow Moss has to be 
reviewed by the Secretary of State for the Environment before it can go 
ahead. The firm that are going to do the restoration will put in £200,000 
in advance of building and will put more money aside for maintenance 



as part of the planning conditions, with a planning bond. John Handley 
has checked the agreement and feels it is as good as can be. 

• Neighbourhood Plan: 
The Wilmslow Neighbourhood Plan is still with Cheshire East council, 
and needs to go to the inspector, and then to a referendum.  

• Food Group: 
The Community Garden has had adults and children on a recent 
Saturday afternoon and drawing in other children and families – so may 
well be doing another Saturday in the month in addition to Tuesday 
nights. Mel needs to add the new families emails to our mailing list. 16th 
April is the first gardening evening of the season at 7pm. Beavers and 
Brownies have booked in to go, along with Yr 4s at Lindow, and 
Ashdene PTA. Unfortunately we do not have enough boxes for all the 
children. The Community Garden will be a part of the Open Gardens 
Day for Wilmslow Wells for Africa is the 29th June.  

• Energy Group  
A house in Wilmslow is happy to be used as our least energy 
consumption challenge using under £500 when surveyed in 2016 for a 
2000 house with 3 bedrooms and 2 occupants. This should then 
encourage people to ask questions/improve their own homes, and 
raise the profile. 

 
5. Dates ahead: 
Dates for Activities and eventbrite registration for outdoor events over the 
summer are on the website (www.transitionwilmslow.co.uk/diary)  
If people would be interested in leading walks, please let us know for our June 
meeting. John and Denise are the only 2 trained up to do a Handforth walk for 
groups, and we are short of people who can lead. 
 
6. Council Elections and Green policies: 
Andrew invited local candidates for Labour, Conservatives and Residents of 
Wilmslow to talk about their green agenda. RoW sent apologies, and Ribia 
Nisa attended to talk about the Labour policies: 
Ribia talked about the green pledges that the Labour party locally is talking 
about for Cheshire East. 
 1) Trying to get businesses to reduce their greenhouse gas, using business 
rates to help this. 
2) People have little choice except buying cars when there are so few buses – 
one an hour each way through Lacey Green – so we need better public 
transport 
3) Fracking – have more public involvement in discussions on planning about 
this. 
4) Reduce prices for recycling centres. 
5) Try to improve community to encourage wildlife and green spaces…. 
 
We discussed how Manchester is talking of giving free bus tickets to under 
18s, the possibilities of getting cheaper train tickets for 6th formers at 
Wilmslow High, better cycle routes, Lacey Green Primary School head 
teacher is apparently saying that children cannot cycle for health and safety 



reasons. Schools are having trouble doing recycling because they do not get 
free bin collection from Cheshire East. 
 
7. AOB 
Heather to share on our newsletter about reporting overhanging hedges to 
Cheshire East to get them cut back from pavements. 
James – Farlands Smallholding in Hayfield has been in touch about doing an 
annual lecture – see his website. In the meantime Mel is arranging a visit for 
12 people to enjoy a tour of his small holding £60 (£5 each). Mel will offer 
places to the Food Group first and then extend to others. 
 
8. Date of next meeting:  
Thursday 16 May 2019. Professor John Handley on Landscape Character 
Assessment in the Neighbourhood Plan . There is a linked walk on Saturday 
18 May from 11-5. 


