
Transition Wilmslow response to CEC Draft Environmental Strategy 2019 – Posted 16/11/2019

You are welcome to use this as a crib sheet : we would like as many individual responses to go in as possible, 
so please customize to what you feel strongly about.

Survey screenshots – feel free to suggest different levels of agreement – we have tried to be generally 
positive and supportive because we didn’t want CEC to be discouraged in their endeavours.

Additional comments in comments boxes.

You can respond by:
• Completing this questionnaire
• Emailing RandC@cheshireeast.gov.uk
• Writing to Research and Consultation, Cheshire East Council, Westfields, Middlewich Road, Sandbach, 

CW11 1HZ.

You can find the Strategy document here:
https://files.smartsurvey.io/2/0/MBBJ2GGD/Environmental_Strategy_201924_Final_for_Cabinet_10_09_19.p
df
You can fill out the response survey here:
https://surveys.cheshireeast.gov.uk/s/111PX/
Please ensure you post your own individual replies too – deadline is 30th November 2019.

mailto:RandC@cheshireeast.gov.uk
https://files.smartsurvey.io/2/0/MBBJ2GGD/Environmental_Strategy_201924_Final_for_Cabinet_10_09_19.pdf
https://surveys.cheshireeast.gov.uk/s/111PX/






Q1 Strategic goal 1 - Cheshire East will be a Carbon Neutral Council by 2025

Urgency needs to be communicated. Action is needed right now.
Appoint a Climate Emergency / Zero Carbon Officer to implement strategy and join up the required policies.
Change "encourage" to “incentivise” / sanction opposite behaviour.
Change "trial" to "start implementing".

Measure baseline, introduce targets, as well as reporting (as part of licencing, planning and permissions) to include residents and 
businesses in the Borough as a whole. 

The Council could use the free software SCATTER - as have neighbouring authorities such as Greater Manchester and Cheshire West - to 
set out their baseline, measure and report, and set a trajectory towards achieving net zero carbon (with a clear carbon budget to restrict 
our contribution towards the 1.5 degC rise limit).

The environmental strategy appears to bypass the impact of existing buildings in the Borough (both Council owned and private): consider 
that 80% of housing stock that will still be standing in 2050 is existing now. Transition Wilmslow has been carrying out household energy 
surveys and thermal imaging voluntarily in the community to help residents with suggested energy and comfort improvements for the 
last 8 years. This is key to addressing our carbon footprint and needs to be rolled out at scale as a borough wide initiative. 

- Procurement – needs to be sourced locally. Preston Council have transformed their operations. 

- Behaviour Change: CEC should run campaigns to influence individual and collective actions.

- Catering – whether for schools or Cheshire East – to be more locally sourced, and some meat free days, cut out  single use plastic, and 
get composting. Schools are often not using Ansa for recycling and this needs to be provided as the council’s default.

- Planning Policies to be updated, rigorously applied and enforced.







Q2 Strategic goal 2 - Waste and pollution will be reduced
"Waste and pollution will be reduced". The strategic goal needs to be expressed more urgently and go further, with 
clear targets set.
What are CEC doing with the waste? Is it to generate energy?  Recovering gas from food waste? Improve transparency 
on this.
Review recycling practice, to ensure we are recycling safely and not emitting more toxins. Better education on what 
we can recycle would help too.
CEC is 347th out of 355 of all LA’s in terms of kg waste per head. Does this include waste from home 
renovations/clearances (i.e. skips)? This fact needs to be made public and reported on regularly: we should be able to 
see the “kg of waste per resident” figure reduce over time. CEC must pay particular attention to waste prevention.

Actions should include the following:
- Expand the water “Refill” programme to all communities including schools and workplaces in CEC to reduce plastic 

water bottle usage.
- Provide a second hand shop alongside every tip. 
- Support Repair Cafés…ensure there is one in every town, put dates on a website and publicise them, provide 

support and governance e.g. paying for venue hire and insurance (it is a franchised scheme with strict protocol). 
- Encourage and facilitate development of waste free community shops in every town, e.g. include in list of business 

rates exemptions.
- Street recycling bins: look at success of LeedsbyExample (www.leedsbyexample.co.uk) which has doubled city 

centre recycling.
- Recognize more and support the CleanTeams by offering grants and more recycling options.
- Links with Terracycle for difficult to recycle items and to increase overall recycling rates.







Q3 Strategic goal 3 - Air quality will improve
Again the strategic goal needs to be expressed more urgently and go further, with clear targets set. Measuring air quality alone is not a 
carbon target in itself (just being within legal limits is not enough: we need to see AQ improve over time as a benefit of reducing vehicle use). 
We also know monitoring data has in the past been incorrect – what is CEC doing to ensure this is done correctly?

The link needs to be made between direct emissions and health, with CCGs consulted on health outcomes and data.
Encourage / mandate people to slow down: "20s plenty" in residential roads (20 mph limits with signage not bumps), as in many
neighbouring communities, encourages more walking and cycling which leads to fewer cars on roads and fewer emissions. Killed and Severely 
Injured (KSI) numbers are high in the Borough. Near misses – which together with Slightly Injured accidents, are often responsible for 
discouraging people form cycling and walking – are not recorded, but should be extrapolated as indicative data and a metric to report on.

Actions should include the following:
- Prioritise public transport and walking and cycling over more cars and parks.
- Electric buses and electric taxis (eg Dundee council have successfully achieved this through licensing)
- Consider road redesign in most town centres along the lines of Poynton shared space.
- Publicise the BBC video showing that the people exposed to most air pollution are those in cars, more than people walking or cycling. -
There is good information on Living Streets website. 
- Introduce Streets closures for Play and car free days/ town centres (e.g. York).
Information campaign required, especially around schools informing parents and students of the increased personal exposure to air pollution 
of travelling by car: ‘pollution is 9-12 times higher inside the car than outside” https://www.iqair.com/blog/air-quality/in-car-pollution. 
Suggest posters outside schools displaying air pollution statistics and what can be done to reduce it; many parents very reasonably assume 
taking their children to school by car is the “safest” option: we need to inform them it may not be. 

Information on the health impacts of air pollution can be found here: https://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/news/reducing-air-pollution-uk-progress-
report-2018.
Could CEC collaborate with other boroughs to refuse the passage of “dirty diesel” trains through the borough on the basis of the Climate 
Emergency?

https://www.iqair.com/blog/air-quality/in-car-pollution
https://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/news/reducing-air-pollution-uk-progress-report-2018






Q4 The availability and use of sustainable transport and travel will increase

Review the Local Plan and Local Transport Plan in light of the Climate Emergency and attach climate emergency targets.
Recognise contribution of neighbourhood plans eg LSP1, 2 & 3 in NP (pp 25-28  in Wilmslow NP): sustainable construction, 
sustainable spaces, sustainable transport.

The overall Transport strategy should be about getting people to switch mode from Single Person Vehicle use to healthier, more 
sustainable modes of transport. Cornwall Council used the Bus Services Act 2017 (New Powers and Opportunities) to introduce a 
modern and effective PT system connecting rural communities with towns and rail. Integrated transport is essential to convince 
motorists out of their cars.

The strategy should consider the use of “Green Links” in built up areas to provide access for walking and cycling in the urban area to 
delineate green access to countryside/schools/open spaces / local shopping /places of interest and within town centres. Maintaining 
and increasing the green infrastructure of trees and verges along these links would not only contribute to a pleasant environment but 
also improve health and wellbeing. Delineating these areas of quieter use would also improve safety.

Safety of access to the countryside through and from the built up areas is also important. The strategy should highlight keys area 
where action is required to achieve this. Within Wilmslow there is a need for safe access 3 River crossings at Twinnies Bridge, Vardon 
Bridge and Linneys Bridge to link up the proposed “green necklace”.

Green links also contribute to thriving town centres, e.g Aspiration A8 Greening the Town Centre in the Wilmslow Neighbourhood 
Plan includes the following aspiration : “defining and developing green links to the surrounding green amenities. Ultimately the
Aspiration is to create a series of green focal points and spaces that are fully connected and integrated with the wider green 
network”. 

The Wilmslow Neighbourhood Plan Policies NE3 Green Links, NE4 Countryside Access Aspiration A8 and Appendices 4 and 5 outline
and support such actions.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bus-services-act-2017-new-powers-and-opportunities


Prioritise public transport and walking & cycling over more car parks, including more routes, more buses in the 
evenings and more reliable services: shorter bus routes with integrated timetables to improve reliability and live 
bus timetables at stops and online. Serve rural communities. Integrate fares and timetables with TFGM and other 
large transport operators. Use the Bus Services Act 2017 (New Powers and Opportunities) to obtain funding.

Actions should include the following:

- Reinstate and expand bus services that link to hospitals, schools, amenities and shopping precincts
- Provide shared spaces where appropriate; more pelican crossings on walking routes. 
- Pelican crossings appear to have been re-programmed to prioritise cars instead of pedestrians – this is a move 

in the wrong direction and needs to be reversed.
- Much improved, safer cycle lanes and pedestrian walkways.
- Phase out all “dirty” buses and change bus fleet to be electric with Solar PV linked charge points.
- Mandate taxis to be EV’s via licensing (as in Dundee).
- EV charging points in car parks and developments with car spaces.
- Park and Ride (and park and stride) schemes.
- Publicise and encourage cycle hire at stations with drop off elsewhere.
- Set targets for reviewing council transport and fleet journeys. Employ mechanisms to discourage driving (fewer 

cars, less parking needed!). Ask Councillors to take the lead with car shares, and car clubs (we understand this is 
happening informally/voluntarily - needs reinforcing).

- Remove barriers to sustainable transport plans for new housing developments: developers need to present 
robust plans for reducing dependency on cars.

- Procure locally - see Preston Council for leadership on this.



Q5 New development will be sensitive and sustainable



Q5 New development will be sensitive and sustainable

Both these Local Plan documents (SADP and MWDP) need reviewing in light of the declared Climate Emergency. Review the Local Plan and attach 
climate emergency targets. This should however not delay action: an emergency requires emergency measures to be put in place to stop 
development locking in emissions now and for it to be fit for the future.

Recognise contribution of neighbourhood plans eg LSP1, 2 & 3 in NP (pp 25-28  in Wilmslow NP): sustainable construction, sustainable spaces, 
sustainable transport.

Allow wind farms to be built in Cheshire East (now the cheapest form of renewable energy).

Develop Community Gardens and allotments: communicate ambition to be like Liège with a food belt around each town.

The SADP does not currently reflect the Climate Emergency strongly enough: contrary to current practice, Councils ARE allowed to set higher 
standards than Building Regulations and so should be aiming for Net Zero Carbon for at least all new developments. In addition, 80% of housing 
will be existing stock in 2050, therefore emphasis must be placed on high levels of retrofit to have any chance of meeting targets. The temporary 
permitted development rights that currently apply in respect of the change of use of premises from a B1(a) office use to C3 residential use (i.e. 
without planning permission) needs to be halted and re-assessed, as many could be building dwellings to too low a standard. 

New developments: all new builds to achieve Passivhaus standards and have best quality insulation, and be Net Zero Carbon as defined by the UK 
Green Building Council.

No net loss of biodiversity or habitats: CEC must impose higher standards now on proposed developments, eg Handforth East. Urban greenspace 
and front gardens should now be deemed necessary if we are to have no net loss.



Instigate a Design and Review panel (as per Cheshire West) with professionals that can assess the Sustainability of 
projects.

Give incentives to development firms that work to Passivhaus standards eg reduction in community infrastructure 
levy/S106 payments.

Visibly publish Energy (EPC/DEC) ratings on all CEC owned buildings and schools, set a target for moving towards level A on 
all buildings, publish data annually to demonstrate reduced energy demand.

The MWDP should ban fracking in CE outright, and as per the latest council motion, stop the extraction of peat, and 
instead restore and protect swathes of peatlands and mosses as carbon sinks, e.g. Lindow Moss and Dane’s Moss. 
Influence town councils to go peat free.



Q6 Protect and Enhance our Natural Environment



Q6 Protect and Enhance our Natural Environment

Green Links provide an important contribution to green infrastructure plans both within and out with built up areas as they make important 
contributions to biodiversity and nature conservation .They create wildlife corridors which enable migration of species from within the built up 
areas to the countywide. Within Wilmslow the proliferation of tree lined roads and green verges concomitant with adjacent gardens with tree 
and hedges provide excellent examples. 

Green Infrastructure policies tend to focus on nodes and networks, but the landscape matrix is also very important. In urban areas this is 
provided by private gardens which provide vital ecosystem services which help us to adapt to climate change. Evaporative cooling from 
vegetation surfaces (mainly trees and grass) helps to moderate temperatures, and trees provide shade for both people and buildings. Trees 
also intercept rainfall (and air pollutants) and permeable surfaces (such as lawns) permit infiltration and storage of rainwater, so reducing run-
off and surface water flooding. Gardens are also important for biodiversity, for contact with nature (so beneficial to human wellbeing), for 
exercise and relaxation. They are especially beneficial for child development and for an ageing population; it is the young and old who are 
most at risk during extreme events such as heat waves.

In Wilmslow, there has been a very significant loss of urban greenspace through development of gardens (house demolition and 
redevelopment; separating off/subdividing gardens for development; large house extensions and hardening surfaces to provide hard standing 
for vehicles). As the opportunity for development on road frontages is used up, developers turn their attention to 'backland development'. All 
this is damaging to the green infrastructure, to biodiversity and to residential amenity. The loss of greenspace and permeable surfaces in 
gardens reduces the resilience of urban areas to climate change impacts. The rate of loss of greenspace in urban areas in Cheshire East needs 
to be monitored by the LPA. Green infrastructure standards need to be adopted – such as those being developed by Natural England - and in 
areas where cumulative development threatens to impair climate resilience the LPA should be very resistant to garden development and 
consider removing permitted development rights. New development should incorporate generous green infrastructure provision.

Transition Wilmslow submitted evidence on the problem of 'densification' in Wilmslow to the Cheshire East Local Plan examination but it was 
ignored at the time by CEC.



Date for producing the Green Infrastructure plan has passed - has this been published? Or is this the Green Space Strategy?

The Green Space Strategy (as amended in 2019) requires a more focused and detailed action plan, with programme and outline costings as a 
priority.

Recognise contribution of neighbourhood plans eg LSP1, 2 & 3 in NP (pp 25-28  in Wilmslow NP): sustainable construction, sustainable spaces, 
sustainable transport. The Local Plan needs strengthening in light o the Climate Emergency.

We need comprehensive ground water management plans for the whole peatland landscape in areas like Lindow Moss ( the whole landscape 
character area not just the limited area depleted by the peat extraction company). This would reduce the rate of peat shrinkage and oxidation 
of fossil peat to CO2 ,with the landscape as a whole switching from a GHG source to a Carbon sink.

Actions should therefore include the following:
- Restore Lindow Moss and Dane’s Moss.
- Ensure there are more green corridors and conserve gardens (as part of a matrix, not just networks).
- Stop using herbicide on verges; mow late in the year to allow plants to seed; plant wildflowers, eg Rotherham; guidelines via 
www.plantlife.org. 
- More habitat management and allotments, and encourage residents to do so where appropriate too.
- Town tree planting campaign (for canopy, carbon sink and biodiversity) – see Congleton Sustainability Group – provide land!!
- Living/green Walls on Council buildings, leisure centres, schools (or ivy clad buildings).



Suggest using SCATTER (free software already being used by other councils, developed by Tyndall Centre and 
Anthesis) to measure baseline and progress against specific targets.

Ensure co-benefits of taking steps to reduce carbon, e.g. health and wellbeing, local economy, are 
communicated effectively to residents and businesses – we have many emergencies that could benefit from 
progressive environmental policies!

How to measure progress





Is there anything you think the council could do to support the wider community to reduce its carbon footprint?
- We believe the funding needs to come from both local taxation and central government.
- See above – it is imperative that the strategy encompasses reducing the carbon footprint of the wider community.
- Incentivise the good behaviours, sanction the bad behaviours (e.g. business rates, licencing).
- Provide grants, premises and land for community-led activities and building.
- Transport requires significant effort from the council.
- Schools need to be supported / influenced, even if they are now academies.
- Buildings: we need existing stock to be upgraded and best practice shared. Many councils have secured ERDF funding to carry out 

large scale deep retrofit.
- Affordable homes and fuel poverty needs to be tackled by building to Passivhaus standards - see York, Norwich, Exeter and 

Lancaster councils and their building / development design guides.
- Work with the Cheshire East Climate Alliance to implement some of the suggestions.

Are you or your organisation currently contributing to the delivery of any of the Strategic Goals and Priority Actions? How might 
you do so in future?

Yes, Transition Wilmslow was set up 10 years ago to encourage individual efforts towards sustainable living. We have educated, 
through film nights, our Annual Lecture and local market presence, run 20s Plenty campaigns and Plastic Free Wilmslow. We have 
run skills and repair workshops. We have planted and expanded our community garden, organised apple days, Lindow Moss and tree 
walks, foraging, household energy saving and commented on Planning tools such as the Local Plan, the Neighbourhood Plan and 
pertinent planning applications. We will continue to work in this way and assist the council where we can.
Crucially, 80% of housing stock that will still be standing in 2050 is existing now. Transition Wilmslow has been carrying out 
household energy surveys and thermal imaging voluntarily in the community to help residents with suggested energy and comfort
improvements for the last 8 years. This is really important, and needs to be rolled out borough wide, to identify deep energy retrofit 
opportunities. We also have numerous professional skills that we could contribute to assist, notably in ecology, tree management, 
growing, repairs, campaigns, building design, retrofit, heat and energy. 
CEC could lift many of TW’s suggestions written here (and in previous consultations) and write them straight into policy.



Final comments

We are of course supportive of any effort to improve our environment and steer residents of Cheshire East towards 
sustainable lifestyles. 

Remain positive, communicate a vision, but act now – don’t let plans, policy writing and consultations slow CEC down: it’s an 
emergency!

Think radical: it’s an emergency! 

Use existing resources such as learning from other councils that are ahead in this, Friends of the Earth 33 actions for councils, 
Cheshire West’s design review panel as part of their growth hub: TW and the Cheshire East Climate Alliance have offered 
their expertise. 

There is a big opportunity with Transport: organisations such as Sustrans, Foundation for Integrated Transport, Living Streets, 
20s Plenty, Cycling Embassy of Denmark

Find ways to really engage with the business community for positive change.


