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Covid 19 is drawing attention to many things like the importance of following 
the science, acting early, and prepare for the worst. These lessons are vital 
when it comes to climate change and climate action…  
 
If we don’t do these things, what will Wilmslow be like in a few decades from 
now?  
 
This was the topic of an online talk arranged by local climate action group 
Transition Wilmslow that asked expert speakers and children alike:  

‘What will Wilmslow be like for today’s 10-year-olds when they 
turn 50?’  
 
No one can accurately foresee but the experts shone some light on possible 
situations and likely outcomes with a participatory audience including 10 year 
olds and all ages up to 70 year olds.  
 
Professor John Handley drew attention to the lessons being underlined by 
Covid-19 (following the science, acting early). We need to be taking the action 
now on climate change – to reduce our carbon footprint.  John said:  

“By 2060, we would have adapted our farming, restored Lindow Moss 
and other peat bogs, and reduced our meat consumption. On this 
basis, Wilmslow will have many more trees, few cars – and 
trees/gardens replanted in front of houses, more flooding sometimes 
and shortage of water/high temperatures at other times, and new pests 
and diseases. Because of our latitude and less extremes of weather 
than other countries, people will be coming to us on holiday, not us 
going elsewhere.”  

 
Helen Lederer saw the importance of what was originally put in the Wilmslow 
neighbourhood plan on housing, some of which could not be kept because the 
planning inspector did not allow it:  

“By 2060 Wilmslow would have all its houses retrofitted to cut energy 
use, new houses would be kit built and zero carbon from the start, 
unlike the new builds going on on now. We would see mega wind 
farms, district heating, and integrated public transport with the only cars 
being electric.” 

 
Teo Barrault spoke of the food situation in Wilmslow, noting the fact that the 
world is looking at 3 degrees Centigrade temperature rises by 2060 and the 
government has no plan for this:  

“Such a rise will make crop shortages, mass migrations, and starvation 
across the world. Therefore, in Wilmslow, we have to start learning 
again how to grow food, to change what we eat and do.”  

 



The young people talked about how their school was extending its vegetable 
garden and therefore helping to prepare more of us, for our collective future. 
Theo Collier, one of the young people present said: 

"I hope everyone understands the crisis, and that they make changes 
to save our beloved planet and our future." 
 

 
 
Note for Editors 
The attached photograph is of Theo Collier, one of the participants in the 
meeting, taken by Flo, his mum (parental permission granted for use). 
 
If you would like to know more, ring Andrew Backhouse on 01625 537087 or  
07929 188014 
 
 
 
	
	


