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Summary and Analysis of Save Lindow Moss Survey 

Introduction 

The Save Lindow Moss survey aimed to canvass the opinions of Wilmslow residents – and regular 
visitors to Lindow Moss from outside Wilmslow – on the planned restoration of Lindow Moss. 
Transition Wilmslow (TW) designed the survey, with the hope that its results would help to protect 
Lindow Moss from landfill and secure its appropriate restoration by informing the landowner (Croghan 
Peat), the planning authority (Cheshire East Council) and local politicians about the views of local 
residents and visitors. Furthermore, it was hoped this survey and the subsequent publicity it might 
receive would give residents a more powerful voice, after years of feeling overlooked. It was well 
known, prior to the survey, that there were strong feelings about Lindow Moss locally, but their extent 
was hard to quantify and therefore hard to utilise in campaigning for change. Results were collected 
both online, using a google form distributed via email and social media, and in-person, by members 
of TW posted at Lindow Moss, between 12th July and 16th August 2020. A total of 431 people were 
surveyed, with 82% signing up to a mailing list to be informed of further information about restoration. 
Importantly, and by complete accident, the beginning of the survey coincided with an abrupt 
recommencement of peat removal from Lindow Moss – which led to significant upset among the 
general public. This report will summarise and analyse the results of the survey, as well as drawing 
some brief conclusions about its effectiveness. 

Questions 1 & 2 

The first two questions on the survey were designed to capture public opinion on restoration. Q1 was:  
 

“Do you want clarity from Cheshire East Council on whether restoration will take place, and 
assurance that filling the moss with rubble is no longer a possibility?”. 

 
This question was designed to show the level of public support for restoration, as well as a desire for 
better communication between the council and the general public regarding Lindow Moss – in 
particular assurances that Lindow Moss would be protected and restored. The responses to this 
question were overwhelmingly positive: 
 

Q1 Option Number Percentage 
Yes 428 99.3 
No 3 0.7 
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Question two was:  
 

“Do you want processes (involving residents) to ensure that restoration of Lindow Moss is 
completed to a high standard?” 

 
The purpose of this question was to show the level of support for resident’s involvement in the 
restoration: highlighting the desire for more direct channels of communication with those carrying 
out restoration. Again, responses were almost entirely positive: 
 
 

Q2 Option Number Percentage 
Yes 425 98.6 
No 6 1.4 

 
The positive responses to both of these questions show three key things: respondents want 
guarantees that restoration will take place; respondents want better communication from the council; 
respondents want to ensure that restoration is carried out to a high standard via their active 
involvement. Overall, this data shows beyond doubt how strong the public desire for full restoration 
is and sends a powerful message to those who can ensure residents’ wishes are met. 
 
Questions 3 & 4 
 
Questions 3 and 4 were designed to show the reasons why residents and users of Lindow Moss cared 
about it, with each using a different approach. Question 3 was compulsory, and asked participants to 
rank the following four options from the most to least important reasons why they think Lindow Moss 
should be restored: a) personal wellbeing, b) biodiversity, c) climate change, d) local history and 
archaeology. Transition Wilmslow recognised that the options here were somewhat limited but felt 
this necessary to obtain clear results.  

Figure 1 suggests that the opportunity for improved personal wellbeing was the most important 
reason why respondents wanted Lindow Moss restored, with preserving local history the least 
important. Biodiversity and climate change were both rated equally important, and both were chosen 

Figure 1. Pie Chart showing the percentage in which each of the four options 
for question three were picked as first choice. 
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as the most important reason for restoration by over 25% of people. One suggestion why local history 
was neglected as a first choice is the lack of interpretive panels on Lindow Moss – for instance the 
findspot of Lindow Man is unmarked – something which may change following restoration. 
 
 
 

The information shown by figure 2 shows is more complex, and the conclusions to be drawn are less 
obvious. What it shows most effectively is the broad appeal of Lindow Moss: there are a wide range 
of reasons why respondents value it and think it should be restored. This fact is reflected in the 
overwhelming support for restoration seen across questions one and two. 
 
Question four was optional and was only included in the online survey, because TW felt it wouldn’t be 
possible to adequately record responses in person. In contrast to question 3, it was designed to allow 
participants express their feelings more completely, and so give a fuller representation of public 
attitudes. The question was worded as follows: 
 

“Please add any comments about what Lindow Moss means to you personally, how you feel about 
recent events or anything else you feel is relevant. Write as much or as little as you'd like.” 

 
Overall, 63% of those who completed the online survey answered this question. As suggested by the 
question wording, responses fit loosely into two main categories: those commenting on the current 
situation, and those expressing the importance of Lindow Moss. People commenting on the current 
situation were divided between those concerned about the motives of the landowners and council, 
or the current situation, and those who were cautiously optimistic. Respondents commenting on 
Lindow Moss’ importance were split into those praising its value to the local community, and those 
who stressed its benefits for wellbeing and mental health. The reason for such broad groups was to 
ensure that statements were not diminished by being placed within narrow categories. 
 
Due to the large number of overall responses to this question (a total of over 8800 words) the data is 
presented in a selective way. For each subcategory, a number of responses have been chosen which 
exemplify the responses in that group. The full list of responses is contained within a separate 
document which can be found on the Transition Wilmslow website. 

Figure 2. Stacked bar chart showing the relative frequency with which each of the four 
options were chosen in each of the four positions. For example, 34% selected personal 
wellbeing as their first choice, 13% selected it as second choice, 19% selected it as third 
choice, and 34% selected it as fourth choice. 
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Responses Discussing the Current Situation 
 
Concern: 
 
“Croghan Peat and CEC require careful monitoring to ensure they do the right things!” – H. B. 
 
“I have been very concerned about the recent activity and unsure of how things will develop. I have 
been walking in this area for over 20 years and we must do everything to preserve restore and protect 
this vital landscape.” – V. S. 
 
 “Lindow Moss has been somewhere I and my family have often visited since we moved to Wilmslow 
45 years ago, and changes we have seen have been distressing, with the present developments being 
most distressing. To have the Moss restored would be fantastic.” – M. S. 
 
Cautious Optimism: 
 
“This would be a chance to trust and believe in my local council. Lindow Moss has the chance to 
become my local peat land and this is a very important cause for me. Peat lands have the potential to 
remove CO2 from our atmosphere and that is integral to helping slow the heating of our planet. This 
is an opportunity for my local council to lead with example and create a business opportunity, by 
putting the new housing development on the land, whilst pushing a green agenda and restoring the 
peat land. This would show that you are environmentally conscious and that you, as a council, 
understand the importance of peat land and, by extension, the importance of the climate crisis. It 
would help me to trust and respect the council, whereas the silence that we are now experiencing is 
causing my trust the falter. I sincerely hope that the council makes the right choice in regard to this 
land.” – S. M. 
 
Responses Expressing Importance of Lindow Moss 
 
Value to Local Community: 
 
“At a time of rising pressure on our indigenous wildlife from, for example, pollution, expanding urban 
development and global warming, the restoration of the moss could provide many positive benefits 
such as: becoming a sink for C02, thereby helping the UK reach its emission reduction targets; 
establishing a rich wildlife habitat for many endangered species; providing a green sanctuary for local 
people, schools and the general public to enjoy - many people come to this area to walk and enjoy 
quiet recreation. Along with many others, I have found being able to walk on the moss a godsend 
during the recent coronavirus lockdown - at a time when travel was severely curtailed, the importance 
of local green spaces to local communities, has been made abundantly clear.” – P. C. 
 
“Lindow Moss is an important part of our local identity and community spirit. It's where dens are made, 
and friends are waved to; it's where dogs run around so muddy you have to jump aside to make sure 
you don't end up with a streak of mud on your leg. It's a place we can walk around with friends, 
unwrapping heavy problems or the place a person can wander to enjoy the seasons. It's part of how 
we see ourselves: are we the type of community to be apathetic as our local environment is potentially 
ruined? I hope not. If we can't look after our local environment properly, we have every reason to feel 
deeply ashamed as a community.” – A. N. 
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 “I feel it is important to have such a valuable, wild environment conserved in its entirety close to 
Wilmslow. It is valuable because of its biodiversity of all forms - plants, insects, birds, wildlife, soil 
structure and archaeology. It is also valuable for the mental health of residents of the surrounding 
areas, a place to escape from stress and worry and to enjoy family time. Finally, it is an important 
educational resource for our schoolchildren. Lindow Moss should be returned to nature and 
‘rewilded’.” – H. G. 
 
“I have been visiting Lindow Moss for over fifty years having grown up in the area. My childhood 
memories of my visits I want to pass on to my grandchildren whom I take regularly on walks. The years 
of devastation that has taken place has been quite upsetting. Seeing the changes of the land being 
ripped apart is heart-breaking. To see the Moss restored will bring so much to the environment and 
for the enjoyment of many generations to come.” – C. F. 
 
Mental Health and Wellbeing: 
 
“Aside from the pressing sustainability requirements that we can help meet via use of Lindow Moss 
as a carbon sink, for many people the exercise and tranquillity offered by places like Lindow Moss is 
vitally important for our mental health all the time, not just in Lockdown. It would be a tragedy not to 
maintain and improve such a valuable resource.” – N. M. 
 
“Especially during restricted socialisation, this area has played a key part in the residents of Wilmslow 
being able to access wide natural open spaces. Getting outside in this way has been clinically proven 
to improve wellbeing. It is evidence-based, and I personally have benefitted massively from my daily 
walk with my dog on the peat bogs.” – E. P. 
 
“It's a beautiful, natural environment full of wildlife. It's important to look after it for the sake of 
preserving nature and the environment. In a world of stress, angst and fear It's an important location 
for health and wellbeing.” – N. J. 
 
Responses to this question go further than those to question three in two main ways. Firstly, they 
show how distressed many respondents are by the current situation. Secondly, their personal nature 
means they raise issues beyond the strict categories imposed by question three: 

• Walking, dog walking, running and cycling were all mentioned as specific uses – highlighting 
the issue of access to Lindow Moss, both during and following restoration 

• The use of Lindow Moss for educating people about history and nature and the importance of 
Lindow Moss as a tranquil place were both mentioned frequently 

• Many mentioned how the COVID-19 lockdown helped them engage with Lindow Moss and 
realise its importance 

The wealth of different uses catalogued provides plenty of information with which to scrutinise the 
compartment-by-compartment restoration plans and provides a good base from which to continue 
community engagement. Most importantly, though, these responses are a complex and emotional 
expression of the importance of Lindow Moss: one which could not be captured by statistics alone. 
 
Survey Critique 
 
It is important to emphasize, in this critique, that the Save Lindow Moss survey was designed solely as 
an exercise to investigate the opinions of those who care about, and/or regularly use, Lindow Moss. 
Therefore, the fact that the sample chosen was not representative of the population of Wilmslow, is 
not relevant to the success of this survey. However, in hindsight, there are a number of ways in which 
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the survey could have been improved. Firstly, question one was quite long, and could have been 
separated into a question asking whether residents supported restoration, and a second asking them 
whether they desired confirmation that restoration would occur. Secondly, question two could have 
been more specific, and directly mentioned the Liaison Committee and the information available on 
those proposals at the time of surveying. For example: “The proposals for restoration contain plans 
for a ‘Liaison committee’ to be established. However the details are vague and there is no information 
on the involvement of residents…[lead into current question two]”. This would have allowed residents 
to scrutinise the plans themselves – removing ambiguity in their responses - rather than relying on 
TW, CEC etc. to interpret the answers in their own way. Thirdly, question 3 could have just asked 
residents what their most important reason was, as the ordering resulted in confusion for respondents 
(13% didn’t answer correctly) and greater difficulty in interpreting the data. Overall, however, the 
survey achieved its aims of canvassing local opinion and demonstrating significant support for 
restoration, and residents’ direct involvement in it. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The Save Lindow Moss survey showed a number of key conclusions. Firstly, the three demands of 
residents: full restoration, better communication and active engagement. Secondly, that there is a 
wealth of reasons why visitors feel Lindow Moss is important: from exercise to education, from local 
history and Lindow man to mental health and from thriving wildlife to climate change. The feelings of 
all involved are well summarised by the words of one of the many respondents, Nik Edler: “we just 
cannot afford to lose the Moss, and what's more, we really don't want to either.” 
 
The demands and desires of residents are simple – but carrying them out will not be. Transition 
Wilmslow see three key steps to ensuring the results of this survey are honoured. Step one is the 
establishment of a Lindow Moss Community Forum, to include respondents, and other members of 
the community, who wish to be kept updated on the progress with restoration. Step two is for 
councillors to throw their weight behind the restoration of Lindow Moss and support the 
establishment of a Lindow Moss Liaison Committee involving residents, with representation from the 
Forum. Step three is the establishment of that Liaison Committee, ideally before restoration work 
formally commences, with regular communication back to Forum members about progress on 
restoration and through them to the wider community. If all three of these steps are completed, then 
a good outcome, and a restored Moss, seem tangible at last. 
 
“When it's gone, it's gone. We humans should take better care of this wonderful world with which we 
are blessed.” – L. R. 
 


