
 
 
Minutes Transition Wilmslow meeting Thursday 17th December 2020 
 
Present: Ken Wallace (chair) Andrew Backhouse (scribe), Helen Battilana, Garry 
Olson, Jean Hill, Jonathan Price, John Handley, Althea Wilkinson, Rob Sharpe, Anita 
Willoughby, Jane Selva, Denise Renshaw, Pat Baker, Mark Norman, Lata Anderson 
 
Apologies: Pippa, Anthony, Chris Frankland, Julie Nicol, Geoff Levermore, Matt Fox, 
Sarah Bridle 
 

1. Approved Minutes of November Meeting. 
 

2. Matters Arising: 
John Handley would like some suggested dates for Ian Rotherham to talk 
about Peatlands.        AB/PT/JHa 
 

3. Lindow Moss Forum and Restoration Group:  
Around 50 people joined the online forum this week, where Brian Donahue, of 
Wilmslow Neighbourhood plan group, talked of his difficulties in setting up the 
liaison committee where neither the contractor nor the council staff member 
get back to him. There was also a presentation on the hydrology and 
biodiversity. 
The group are reworking the hydrology report as some amendments are 
needed. They are also looking at future ownership for the Moss. 
John H was invited to visit Marches Mosses in Shropshire to see the work 
done there by the Wildlife Trust – the third largest raised peat bog in England 
as an example of how Lindow Moss might be restored. 
 

4. Community Market Garden:  
We now have 3 community gardens, with a big working party last week at the 
Temp replacing timbers and planting a tree. At Oakenclough we have cleared 
the old garden site and dug over 110 sq m of new beds ready for manure 
delivery this Saturday. Charlie Wilson is looking after the Lacey Green ‘Secret 
Garden’. We should hear officially about funding requests from ‘Bounce 
Forward’, a Transition Town initiative and the Town Council on Monday 21st, 

and would welcome offers to sponsor fruit trees. 
 

5. Land Lane proposal:  



Wilmslow Town Council has been asked to let us use land alongside the 
existing allotments at Land Lane that has been unused for many years to do 
things with tree planting and a forest garden. 
 

6. Tree and Community Woodland Group:  
Following their meeting with the Congleton Tree group they are going to meet 
with the Knutsford group too to learn how to put trees on to a GPS system. 
They have asked Cheshire Wildlife Trust about finding more land too. They 
have sent the Broad Walk Plan to CEC and CEC are reviewing their wider 
tree plans over the next 6 months. Planting at Styal with the National Trust 
was good on Countryfile, and more is to be done on Oakwood Farm and 
Wilmslow Rugby Club. They also joined Mobberley folk to plant 200 trees 
there. Their next meeting will be looking at Black Poplar…. 
 

7. Transport Group:  
This met last night. The Council has put out a survey on transport and 
Jonathan and Rob are going to do a group submission. The planning 
application for 90 car parking spaces on Hawthorn Lane has gone to appeal, 
which we objected to in February. Jean will pick it up again as it goes against 
lots of things we have pushed for. Brian Fox and Rob were at the CEC 
meeting and CEC voted unanimously for 20 mph to be more broadly 
considered for residential streets after a long campaign by Suzi Akers-Smith 
and cycling and sustainability groups including us.   JHi 
 

8. Constitution: 
Following from last time, John, Andrew, and Jean will start the process of 
reviewing our constitution.      JHa,JHi,AB 
 

9. COP26:  
Pippa has asked if anyone would like to join her in organising an alternative 
event in Wilmslow. Althea, Jane, Ken and John are all willing. PT 
 

10. Cheshire East Council for Voluntary Service:  
Andrew has proposed we should join this group at a cost of £45pa as it is 
excellent for a range of help including constitutions from his experience as 
Chair of Friends of Handforth Station. We agree to this.  AB/HL 
 

11. Funding for trees/Donations:  
Please let the treasurer (Helen Lederer) know if you are giving money for a 
specific purpose. We could encourage voluntary donations each year from 
people according to their means, given we do not have membership fee to 
raise money and put a donation form on the website too. We could contact 
Wilmslow.co.uk with a request for people to sponsor trees – but it does have 
to be news. 
 
 

12. Any other Business: 
Calendar: Garry suggested we might try to do a calendar for 2022 as a 
fundraiser e.g. of Lindow Moss or Community Gardens activity with lots of 
volunteers. This could include a garden almanac. Chris Hills, who has done 



photography before for us, is keen to help, we should invite other 
photographers like the Guild (Ken to do), and Mark Norman also has a good 
photographer in the family. We warm to this idea and encourage Garry to 
move it forward. It might even include Christmas cards, taking our messages 
beyond our core group, which we might sell at the COP26 event. GO/KW 
 

13. Next meeting:  
17th January, Andrew to chair, Jane to minute. 

 


