
Transition Wilmslow AGM 
Thursday 18 February 2021 
 
Present 
Andrew Backhouse, Althea, Pippa, Anthony, Barry Speed (Sustainability Congleton), Charlie, 
Garry, Meesha, Lata, Jean, Brian Tyler, Rob, Sophie, Geoff, Helen B, Helen L, David, Chris, 
John H, Pauline, Jane, Phil C, Denise 
 

1. Chair’s Report: (AB) 
Summary of the year’s activities. See attached at end of minutes. 

 
2. Finance Report: (HL): 
• Helen presented the Income and expenditure.  
• Balance at start of year £2486 

Income £5835 of which grants were £3500 
Expenditure £697 
Balance at close of year £7624 
This report was approved. The full approved report is in the Transition Wilmslow 
dropbox and is available for anyone who wishes to review it.  
 
Since then we have gained grants from Wilmslow Town Council, Transition Network 
Bounce Forward, and many generous donations, and started spending on the market 
gardens…. 
We are currently in credit but some monies are required to pay for the polytunnel 
etc. 
 

3. Appointment of Officers: 
We welcome applications to take on any of these roles next year.  
Chair: Andrew Backhouse  
Treasurer: Helen Lederer  
Secretary: Pippa Tyrrell Jones 
Vice Chair: Ken Wallace  

 

Safeguarding Policy for Annual Review: 

Safeguarding Children and Adults Policy for Transition Wilmslow 2020  



1)  We want to build a more sustainable local community, working together to reduce energy use, grow 

more locally, and be a better place to live for the future.  

2)  We want everyone to feel safe and valued as part of our wider community. We welcome children or 

others needing support under the care of their parents or other nominated carer like their teacher or 

youthworker.  

3)  Where we work with children or young people who are not accompanied by a parent or carer, which 

we do not expect to happen normally, we will only do this when there are groups of young people and 

other adults to watch over each other – we will not allow situations to arise where an adult is alone with a 

young person because it might bring a party in to disrepute.  

4)  Whilst we do not ask for DBS checks for adults currently, we will do this if 3) arises more than once 

and ask Andrew Backhouse to hold records of who we can allow to work with CYP reasonably safely.  

5)  If there are issues raised about safety or other concerns we will ensure that the chairperson, or 

subgroup chair at least is informed in case there are actions we will need to take and such concerns will 

be recorded. 

6)  At events we will undertake simple risk assessments to check for obvious hazards.  

7)  We will ask everyone (parents/guardians/carers of children and adults) for permission before taking 

photographs which we might send to the press or display.  

8)  We will review this policy each year.  

  
 
The policy was reviewed and agreed and will be placed on our website. We continue 
to review annually and may need to review earlier as a result of our new 
Constitution work.  
 

4. Constitution:  
We are mapping out a new constitution to cover the changes in our activities since 
the previous one (2009!) and the proposal for the CMG to become a CiC with strong 
links to TW.  
Need to review the strapline: we currently have this on our FB page.  
 
Transition Wilmslow is a grassroots community group with the aim of building a 
more sustainable town and surroundings. From food to transport, houses to 
landscape, we're working together on climate change, health & wellbeing, and 
biodiversity action. 



 
5. Wilmslow Town Council update: Lata is working with Jon Kelly to put a proposal 

together declaring a climate emergency and appropriate follow up action.  
 

6. COP-26 plans (29 October to 1 November):  
Attendees were asked for ideas to take to next planning meeting 1 March.  
 
7. Next Meeting 

18th March 7.30pm 
 

Chair’s Report, Transition Wilmslow February 2021 
I looked back at my last year’s report, when I was so impressed by all that we were 
doing – This is the photo of some of the 50 tree planters just before Covid hit in 
February last year. And yet, despite Covid hitting us, we seem to have done loads 
more this year too, though in different areas sometimes.  

 
Where would we be without Pippa and others setting up Zoom accounts? 

 
We can’t talk about walks, work with guides, brownies or cubs, much on Repair 
Cafes (despite work by individuals), or surveys of houses with the thermal camera. 
The Energy Group has not met, and no progress from Planet on the Edge or 
Handforth on Climate emergency. inevitably it has been difficult to work with 
schools and youngsters this year but Lisa and Climate Conscious Wilmslow is now 
acting as an environmental intermediary with WHS. This has reaped benefits with 
the news that she has managed to get the 60 trees they want to celebrate their 60th 
birthday party paid for by the 1975.  

 
Work on trees, the Moss, and Gardens has taken off. 

 

Lockdown gave some of us inspiration, following on from the last talks we had in 

lockdown on ‘Wilmslow in 2060’. For me this year’s biggest new development has 

been on setting up community market gardens – taking off from the Temp to set up 

two others, with the biggest at Oakenclough Children’s Centre in Colshaw Farm – 

where we hope to work with the centre to support a community café, help people 

learn to grow food, reduce food miles, and strengthen the community. Lots of work 

– but 49 old and new people already helping ,including 8 children,  and 20 fruit trees 

in before we can even widely publicise it to get more involved. People do seem to 

like to spread muck. And thanks already to those who have given us money for the 

work, from Wilmslow Town Council and the Transition: Bounce Forward scheme 

from The National Lottery Community Fund, and of course, you. 

The Tree group has continued to plan good work, on Broad Walk as an exemplar, 
talking to the people responsible for verges and parks in CE, finding 23 people from 7 
families to plant for BBC Countryfile and some 250 trees planted by people from 5 to 
70, and taking on a plot of land on Land Lane from the Town Council to plant trees. 



They have now advertised to see if anyone has land to plant on, but I think we will 
see some good progress on Council land anyway, as we have started to build up 
good links with some councillors and Ansa, who do the grounds maintenance for the 
council. 

 
Our Transport Group has worked with Councillor Suzie Akers-Smith, trying to support 
her in her role of Cycling and Walking Champion. It’s been good to celebrate some 
progress on 20mph speed limits in residential areas, bike access from Alderley Edge 
to Wilmslow High School, and we hope to have some further gains on cycling and 
walking around Wilmslow and Handforth – though we need everyone to comment if 
they can, as sometimes the car lobby seems stronger. 

 
And Lindow Moss has really risen up the scales, with a team of our volunteers 
surveying 443 users of the Moss, setting up a monitoring group from a wider circle of 
residents, and lots of pressure on CE to complete on their side of the bargain for 
restoration in return for planning permission on one site. It does look like some 
restoration has really started – a major triumph for work TW people have been 
doing. We’ve even managed to get our MP to ask a question on why the government 
was not stopping the use of peat for garden centres etc as promised in the Tory 
manifesto. 

 
We can talk about our work with Wilmslow Town Council. Hopefully, Lata will 
persuade them to declare a climate emergency too and we will see some of the 
activity Bollington has already done. 

 
Some bits of our work/associated work has achieved small gains. From Plastic Free 
Wilmslow, the plastic unwrap at Sainsbury’s finally appeared on TV, a plastic bottle 
refill operation has been set up by one person, (see Rainbow Refills) and the 
Wholefood operation, which tries to not use plastic, has just moved from Flo’s house 
to the Quaker Meeting House. Hopefully that will enable it to advertise. 

 
Lata and Lisa have got over 400 people on Meat Free Mondays on Facebook – so 
even if we have not been able to activate all the enthusiastic restaurants this year, 
there is lots of sharing of recipes to reduce meat consumption. 

 
Jean and John particularly continue to monitor and comment on our behalf on 
planning applications – responding to the government white paper on planning, and 
commenting on 4 major planning applications in the area. 

 
The Cheshire East Climate Alliance that we started in 2019 now has groups from 
Nantwich, Crewe, Alsager, Audlem, Congleton, Macclefield, Bollington, Dane Valley, 
as well as Wilmslow. We have managed to push the county council and keep 
lobbying on building standards, retrofit, transport, shared good ideas, and later this 
year, may well be working together on COP26. 
 
What I want to shout about are 



The number of different people that get involved in all sorts of things and care about 
this place and climate. 

 
The number of other groups NW Transition network, Social farms and gardens 
group, The Time is Now, Fulshaw WI, Wilmslow Civic Trust….all with active 
involvement in climate action. 

 
The number of people consulted on the market garden ideas, on the Moss, the 
number helping directly and indirectly on these projects.  

 
When 4 of us were reviewing our constitution this last week, we recognized that we 
may well need a better oversight structure, but we love the way we can be organic, 
dynamic, creative, and work together in all sorts of ways to take action against 
climate change and build community.  what a fun community we have. Change can 
happen …. 

 
Thank you all!. 
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