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Transition Wilmslow: response to consultation on Supplementary Planning 

Document for Biodiversity Net Gain 

Transition Wilmslow is committed to improving the sustainability and 

liveability of Wilmslow and surrounding areas. Transition Wilmslow is part of 

the national network of ‘Transition Towns’. We welcome this consultation and 

submit the following comments: 

1) Transition Wilmslow strongly supports the principle of ‘biodiversity net 

gain’ and welcomes this proposed supplementary planning guidance.  

2) The guidelines for developers on the procedure for establishing 

biodiversity net gain are clear, although the document becomes 

somewhat repetitive. We particularly welcome the use of the mitigation 

hierarchy (Section 7), the requirement to avoid ‘down trading’ of habitat 

value (para 8.3) and the proposal to assess biodiversity on original site 

condition in those instances where a developer has downgraded the 

habitat in advance of planning, using appropriate evidence e.g., use of 

Google Earth images (para 6.14). 

3) TW particularly supports the incorporation of additional features for 

biodiversity enhancement (para 10.6) and implementation of net gain 

for ‘minor applications not affecting natural/semi natural habitat’. In 

areas such as Wilmslow urban densification is impacting biodiversity and 

weakening the green infrastructure, which is so vital for managing the 

impacts of climate change through moderation of surface run-off by 

interception, infiltration and storage of water and moderation of the 

urban heat island through shade from canopy trees and evaporative 

cooling from grass, trees and green walls. The list in para 10.8 should 

also include features which will complement biodiversity but also 

enhance climate adaptation e.g., provision of soakaways, swales and 

pocket woodlands. 
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4) TW welcomes the recognition of the importance and relevance of 

Neighbourhood Plans (3.11-13). We support the wording here but not 

the proposed application of the policy in section 8.11(c) where off-site  

habitat creation is restricted to ‘any designated Wildlife Corridors shown 

in Neighbourhood Plans’. For example, in the Wilmslow Neighbourhood 

Plan the countryside was assessed using a detailed landscape character 

assessment with a section on landscape ecology which identified the 

scope for sustaining and enhancing biodiversity in each character area 

through a variety of measures, of which ‘ecological corridors’ are just 

one. This approach is carried over into policy within the Wilmslow 

Neighbourhood Plan itself, especially at Policy NE1 ‘The Countryside 

Around the Town’: 

‘Applications should positively respond to, and reflect the following (as 

identified within the nine landscape character area profiles): 

• The key characteristics and special attributes of the landscape 

• The ecological structure habitats and wildlife 

• The historical and cultural features’ 

5) The BNG document makes reference to landscape policy within CELPS 

(3.5,C) but does not take this forward within the document. The key 

diagram showing the CEC ecological network (Section 5.1) is extremely 

difficult to interpret and of questionable value. For example, the blank 

area south of Wilmslow (the Chonar landscape) on the Ecological 

network has been identified in the Wilmslow LCA as an area where the 

landscape has been impoverished and where there is a vital need to 

protect existing habitats, to strengthen the hedgerow network (and its 

trees) and to protect the metapopulation of amphibians by pond 

creation and management. A joint team from Alderley Edge Parish 

Council and Wilmslow Town Council are working to develop proposals 

which would be ideal for BNG but which would not feature as a priority 

under this proposal. Similarly, Lindow Moss the most significant lowland 

mossland landscape in Cheshire East, is an obvious restoration area and 

a vital stepping stone habitat between the Shropshire mosses to the 

south and the Mersey belt to the north. Wilmslow Town Council and the 

three neighbouring Parish Councils are currently developing a landscape 

scale partnership proposal for submission under CEC’s Green 

Infrastructure Plan. It is hard to decipher on the ecological network 

diagram. 
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6) The BNG document would be greatly strengthened by including proper 

reference to CEC’s own Landscape Character Assessment which has 

been submitted as part of the Local Plan. The boundaries of the 

landscape character areas are very clearly defined on a map base and 

the priorities for biodiversity conservation and enhancement have been 

clearly identified. An Appendix to the BNG which referenced the CEC 

landscape character assessment and its potential utility would greatly 

strengthen the document and make it much easier for developers to 

apply. 

7) Our final point relates to the target habitats for developer contributions 

to offsetting (Table 1). The list here is very limited and could be 

expanded. For example, ‘Wetlands’ should include lowland mires (both 

fens and ombrotrophic bogs). Recent work by Natural England at Fenn’s 

and Whixhall Moss in Shropshire and by Lancashire Wildlife Trust on 

Chat Moss show what can be done. And ‘Heathland’ surely merits 

inclusion. Heathland was once much more extensive in Cheshire East 

and there are several areas where heathland creation is a real 

possibility, particularly in Landscape Character Area 6, ‘Woodland, 

Heaths, Meres and Mosses’. 


