
Cheshire Speed Management Strategy (SMS) Summary 

The SMS is a long (49 page) document that goes into considerable details particularly on the 

engineering aspects of speed control. 

Underpinning it is Cheshire East interpretation of the central government Department for Transport 

Circular 01/2013 – Setting Local Speed Limits 

Sections 1-4 cover the High level Principles of the Cheshire SMS 

Vision is “to provide a safe highway environment where our communities and those using the 

network, feel the speed of travel is appropriate for the environment” 

Principles of the 3 E’s Education, Enforcement and Engineering are proposed 

Promotion of active travel is claimed to be supported in various places through the document. 

Importantly, it is implicit throughout that speed is an issue to be addressed on a site by site basis, 

not an overarching issue for road users.  A piecemeal implementation is therefore guaranteed. 

“Economic growth” is invoked as a rationale for higher speeds, without justification. 

No targets or timelines are for implementation are used anywhere in the document.  No conclusion 

of the overall need to reduce speeds to encourage active travel is evident. 

Section 5: Education 

Publicity through  press, social media and partner organisations is covered.  Community speed watch 

is “facilitated”.  Safety objectives - injury accidents and collisions - is given as the objective of 

education with no mention of active travel.  There is extensive, highly detailed guidance on the use 

of Speed Indicator devices, which takes up more than half of the entire section, and has a further 

appendix also dedicated to it. 

Section 6: Enforcement 

This is referred to the Police.  Areas with speed related collisions are prioritised. 

Section 7: Engineering 

It is asserted that research only supports engineering measures (“traffic calming” in everyday 

parlance) to reduce speeds. 

A number of “catch-22s” are explicitly invoked, for the reduction of speed limit, eg in section 7.5 

“Road function” and 7.8 “Speed limit framework”: 

• Speed limits cannot be reduced unless traffic is already travelling close to the proposed limit 

• “Higher numbers” of pedestrians and cyclists must already use a road to justify a reduction. 

Accordingly, the current speeds in residential areas across Cheshire East will likely be largely 

unaffected by this strategy.  There is no quantification of current speeds across the county, or of the 

change expected from engineering measures. 

Safety and traffic cameras are discussed in section 7.7.  In common with the rest of the document, 

the approach proposed for this technology is piecemeal per installation rather than strategic. 

Appendices 

https://files.smartsurvey.io/2/0/N2OZUMVE/DRAFT_Cheshire_East_Council_Speed_Management_Strategy_accessible.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/setting-local-speed-limits
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/setting-local-speed-limits


Covering various areas including “prioritisation matrix” for changes, collection of speed data, safety 

cameras, and 20mph guidance. 

It is notable that all of these put a high bar on implementation of anything to achieve speed 

reductions. 


